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Couple credits God for love story
By Kristy D. Carter

kcarter@civitasmedia.com

Emilee Carter and Doug Devincentis
give God all the credit for their chance
meeting, love story and overcoming
of obstacles that only lead them closer
together and now planning the wedding
of their dreams.
While attending Sampson Early College, Emilee’s friend was dating Doug’s
friend. Those friends introduced Emilee
and Doug, hoping they would spark an
interest in the other and begin dating
themselves.
“She wanted to introduce me to Doug
because she thought I would think he
was cute, and I did,” Emilee said. “But
I tried to play it cool because I knew he
was a freshman in college and I was still
in high school. So, I thought I probably
didn’t have a chance.”
Little did Emilee know, Doug thought
she was beautiful, noticing her bright

smile and outgoing personality.
“It may sound cliche or cheesy, but her
smile gets me through the day,” Doug
shared. “She is so loving and caring, not
to just me, but everyone.”
For their first date, Doug and Emilee
attended a Clinton High School football
game, where Doug was quickly thrown
into Emilee’s large family. There to
watch her cousin play, the majority of
her closest relatives had the chance to
meet Doug that night. That game was
followed by a scary movie.
“I remember being very much infatuated with him at the time and hoped there
would be much more,” Emilee said.
While the relationship continued for
several years, Emilee and Doug will both
admit there were some trying times,
huge obstacles and many break ups
before their relationship faced the biggest challenge.

In 2014, Emilee and Doug had finally
decided to part ways and move forward
in other directions. But a Facebook post
by Emilee caught Doug’s eye and lead
to a series of events that would forever
change their lives.
“I don’t know if it would be called a
special story, but it was a period of time
and series of events that changed my
whole look on life,” Doug said. “It’s the
day that God gave me one of the biggest
challenges to this day.”
While he says he can’t remember
exactly what the Facebook post said,
Doug remembers reading Emilee’s words
and knowing something was wrong.
“I called her and asked if she was ok,”
Doug explained. Emilee’s answer would
not only bring the two back together, but
turn their lives around and show the love
each shared for the other.
While a challenge at the time, Emilee’s
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New Accounts for New Beginnings
Visit Southern
Bank to help you
start your new
life together! We
have several plans
available to meet
your needs. Please
call us at
(910) 592-9005
and make your
appointment today.

Memories Are Made Here...
...Your “Happy Place To Shop”

We Offer
Exclusive Lines
For Today’s
Brides!
Delivery and
Custom
Wrapping Are
Available

1008 Sunset Ave,
Clinton, NC 28328
910-592-9005
Hours: 9-5 Monday-Friday
www.southernbank.com

200 East Main Street
Clinton, NC 28328
00882819

son Noah, who just turned two, has
been the biggest blessing in Doug and
Emilee’s lives.
“I continued praying to God to give
me the strength to do whatever his plan
was for me,” Doug said. “And she had
the most beautiful baby boy. This beautiful and messy situation changed me
into the man God wanted me to be and
I thank him everyday for being with me
every step of the way.”
While the road following hasn’t been
the easiest, both Emilee and Doug say
now that they know they are meant for
each other and ready to move on with
the next chapter in their life.
Doug proposed to Emilee in December
2016 in front of the Lincoln Memorial in
Washington, D.C. Surrounded by strangers, Doug dropped to one knee and
asked Emliee to join him and become
one.

910.249.4547

Michelle is showing
Emilee and Doug jewelry to
make days to come Special!

Sampson Independent

BRIDAL 2017

Love

Sunday, April 30, 2017

AFFORDABLE CATERING

From page 2

Their wedding is
planned for Nov. 11,
2017 at New Bethel
Baptist Church, where
the two attend, followed by a reception
in the fellowship hall
and a family and wedding party dinner at
Alfredo’s.
Emilee is the daughter of Tim and Karen
Carter. She graduated
from the Sampson
Early College and
obtained an associates
degree in general education from Sampson
Community College.
She now works full
time at Southern
Bank and fills in for
occasional shifts at
Alfredos.
Doug is the son
of Doug Brown and
Kristin Devincentis.
He graduated from
Lakewood High School
and has an associates
degree in criminal
justice. He currently
works full time with
State Pest Control, as
well as serving in the
Army Reserves.

Planning your wedding can be costly! Southern Style Barbecue & Fried Chicken
offers affordable catering for your rehearsal dinner and/or wedding reception.
Make your special day easier with our professional and courteous catering staff.

Barbecue & Fried Chicken
M-F 10:30-8
MLK338
Jr.South
Blvd.Blvd.
Sat. 10:30-6
HWYClinton
24 Bypass
592-6212

Alfredo's Ristorante
Italiano
101 Wall St. Clinton NC 28328

(910) 592-1657

Reach Kristy D. Carter at 910592-8137, ext. 2588. Follow us
on Twitter at @SampsonInd.
Like us on Facebook.

OLIVE BRANCH
GARDENS
Florist & Gift Shop
4858 South N.C. 41
Wallace, NC 28466
910-285-4957

Coffee Shop Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-10:30 AM
Restaurant Hours: Tues.-Sat. 11 AM - 9 PM

Banquet Space Available
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Alfredo’s

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Emilee Carter and Doug Devincentis look over patterns at Annadale’s Gift Shop.

Emilee Carter and Doug Devincentis are planning to have a dinner after their wedding at Alfredo’s.

How to build your wedding budget
Couples engaged to be married have a lot on their
plates as they begin planning their weddings. Whereas
tradition once demanded parents of the bride pay for
a couple’s wedding, nowadays more and more engaged
couples are completely or partially financing their own
nuptials. That means prospective brides and grooms
must develop wedding budgets that won’t ensure their
first act as Mr. and Mrs. is paying down debt.
In its 2015 Real Weddings Study, online bridal
resource The Knot found that many couples still
receive substantial financial support from their parents to pay for their weddings. The survey found that,
on average, the bride’s parent’s contributed 44 percent
of the overall wedding budget in 2015, while couples
financed 43 percent (the remaining 13 percent was

financed by the groom’s parents and additional sources). Couples who hope to follow that formula or pay
for their weddings on their own can heed the following tips to build wedding budgets that won’t break the
bank but will still ensure a day to remember forever.
• Examine your collective finances. Few couples
know the details of each other’s finances before getting engaged. While some may still hesitate to share
their personal financial information upon getting
engaged, an open and honest discussion and examination of each person’s finances is the only way to
develop a realistic wedding budget that both partners
can live with. Once couples know what they can contribute, they can then consult their parents to determine if their mothers and fathers are intending to

contribute.
• Develop a preliminary guest list. A preliminary
guest list can give couples an idea of how large and
expensive their weddings will be. According to the
Real Weddings Study, the average cost per wedding
guest in 2015 was $237. While that cost can vary
greatly depending on geography and other factors,
couples should keep that figure in mind when drafting their guest lists. If need be, keep costs down by
trimming the guest list so it includes only close family
members and friends.
• Don’t count on gifts. Many couples justify runaway wedding budgets by telling themselves that they
See BUDGET | 5
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Clinton Appliance

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Emilee Carter and Doug Devincentis look at televisions at Clinton Appliance.

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Emilee Carter and Doug Devincentis visit Bryant’s Florist and Gifts to look at flower options.

Budget
From page 4

will ultimately get the money back via
wedding gifts. While many guests will
give financial gifts, counting on such
windfalls is a recipe for accruing debt.
Do not build potential wedding gifts
into your wedding budget. If you do so
and your expectations fall short, you
could be facing considerable debt upon
returning home from your honeymoon.
• Gather quotes before choosing
where to tie the knot. Where couples
get married will have a great impact on
how much money they will spend on
their weddings. For example, the Real
Weddings Study found that, in 2015,
the average wedding in Manhattan cost

couples slightly more than $82,000,
while the average Alaskan wedding cost
just over $17,000. Venues within the
same city can vary greatly with regard
to pricing and offerings as well, so couples should give themselves ample time
to gather quotes and find an affordable
venue they like.
• Build extra costs into your budget.
When determining a budget you can
live with, remember to include a little
extra for unforeseen costs. Weddings
are large undertakings, and it’s reasonable to expect some unforeseen costs
to arise. Building such costs into your
initial budget will make these unforeseen circumstances that much easier to
handle.
Budgets can help couples stay on
track and avoid debt as they plan their
weddings.

CLINTON DRUG COMPANY
Keeping Your Loved Ones Healthy

307 Beaman St. | 592-8444

ClintonDrugCompany
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Coharie Country Club

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Madeline Pope and Trey Fetterman visit Coharie Country Club to look at wedding and reception venue
options.
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Edna’s Florist

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Emilee Carter and Doug Devincentis talk with Edna’s Florist about flowers for their wedding.

Flowers are an integral part of your wedding, and serve to make it more colorful, vibrant, and memorable.
Frank displays a beautiful arrangement Emilee and Doug could use as part of their wedding festivities.
Stop by today and let Frank and his staff help you with your next event.

Bryant’s Florist and Gifts
& Thee Christian Bookstore.

120 Fayetteville Street Clinton Nc

910-592-2866
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Emilee Carter and Doug Devincentis talk with a pharmacist at Clinton Drug Company about the SyncRX
program.
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Emilee Carter and Doug Devincentis talk about opening an account at Southern Bank.

Treat guests to personalized vows
Couples who choose to write their own wedding vows recognize how special such
personal gestures are. Writing one’s own vows can impart a personalized and special
touch to the ceremony. But as anyone who has stared down a blank piece of paper or
blinking cursor can attest, a case of writer’s block may encourage couples to abandon
the idea of writing their own vows.
Writing vows can be nerve-wracking. Many couples are unaccustomed to speaking
in front of crowds, and then there is the challenge of turning life-altering feelings into
language that will appeal to the masses.
But couples struggling with their vows need not throw in the vow-writing towel.
With some practice and guidance, anyone can write cherished vows that will be
remembered for all of the right reasons for years to come.
• Skip the schtick. Jokes may pop up in speeches throughout the evening, but
wedding vows can be your chance to truly speak from the heart. Humor may come
across as insincerity. Rather, list the words that describe your feelings for your future
spouse, and build on that.
• Tell a story. If you need inspiration, look to a moment in your relationship when
you really knew this was the person with whom you wanted to share your life. Relay
the story, but keep it brief. Try to be as specific as possible, and recognize that it’s
acceptable to be playful with your words. When it’s really coming from the heart and
not the head, you’ll know it.
• Borrow from traditional words. Take traditional vows and tweak them to make
them your own. This works especially well for those who have trouble getting started
or are unsure of which format to follow. Incorporate key words, such as “partners,”

“love,” “friends,” “joy,” and “forever.”
• Be sure the officiant is on board. Depending on the type of ceremony, the officiant may have final say over what can or cannot be included in your vows. Religious
ceremonies, for example, may be limited to certain scripture readings and traditional
vows. Before you devote any time to writing vows, ensure that it’s alright to include
them. Otherwise, save personalized sentiments for a special toast at the wedding
reception.
• Decide on a mutual structure for the vows. If you and your spouse will not be
writing the vows together, agree on a format that you both will follow. Otherwise,
you might be writing about your unending love, and he or she may be promising to
keep updated on favorite sports teams or television programs. You want the tone and
style of the vows to be cohesive.
• Dig deeper. Look into the future and project how you hope your life to be in 10
or 20 years. Explain all of the reasons you want to be together for the duration.
• Read the vows several times. Read over your work and make sure the language
is clear and there are no glaring errors. It may take a few versions to get the final version right where you want it.
• Get a second opinion. Ask someone you trust to listen to the vows and offer
feedback. This needs to be a person who will be honest and not just tell you what you
want to hear.
Personalized vows can add an extra special touch to wedding ceremonies.
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Elizabeth’s Garden and Gifts

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Madeline Pope and Trey Fetterman look at decorations for the door of their new home.

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Emilee Carter and Doug Devincentis look over spring flowers at Elizabeth’s Garden and Gifts.

Sampson Independent

7 ways to recycle
a wedding gown
When planning their weddings, many
brides-to-be devote a large portion of
their wedding budgets to their wardrobes. Statistics released by The Knot
in 2014 indicated the amount the average woman was willing to spend her
gown was $1,281.
Wedding gowns are among the most
costly wedding expenditures. Because
wedding gowns can be so expensive,
many brides elect to have their gowns
cleaned and preserved. Reusing a
wedding gown is a cost-effective and
earth-friendly idea. Women have many
options when it comes time to putting
their wedding gowns to use after they
have tied the knot. The following are
just some of the great ideas couples can
explore.
1. Save it for younger generations.
One of the primary reasons to preserve
a wedding gown is to save the dress for
a daughter, granddaughter or another
relative to wear at her own wedding.
2. Transform it into other attire.
There are a number of different occasions when wearing white is acceptable. Religious ceremonies such as
baptisms and communions qualify, and
a wedding gown in the hands of an
experienced seamstress or tailor can
be transformed into a baby’s Christening ensemble or a beautiful dress for a
youngster about to receive First Holy
Communion.
3. Donate the gown. Brides in need
may not have the funds to purchase
their own beautiful gowns. Work with
an organization that will provide dresses to the less fortunate. Or donate it to
an organization that can sell the gown
to fund projects for others in need.
Another option is the Mary Madeline
Project, which uses wedding dress fabrics to create burial outfits for stillborn
infants.
4. Cut it up into usable fabric. Wedding gown fabrics can be used in various applications. Dresses can be transformed into decorative pillows or other

wedding mementos. Stretch the fabric
across a frame and use it as a blank
canvas for a photo keepsake. The fabric
also can work for baby cribs and infant
basket skirting.
5. Use it as a Halloween costume.
Dress as a bride for Halloween. Otherwise, tailor the dress to fit a child and
she can use it for any number of dressup opportunities.
6. Donate it to a costume archive.
Theatrical companies may be able to
use the fabric to create costumes for
their productions.
7. Create a keepsake. Cut a small
piece of the fabric and put it into a pendant or locket. A piece of tulle or lace
also can be placed inside a clear Christmas ornament and hung on the tree for
years to come.
Wedding gowns can be upcyled into
many new and innovative items. Doing
so eliminates long storage times and
can benefit others.
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Owens Home Furnishings

Edward’s Carpet

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Madeline Pope and Trey Fetterman look over floor covering samples at Edward’s Carpet for their new
home.

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Madeline Pope and Trey Fetterman talk about purchasing a mattress at Owens Home Furnishings.

Flu shots are a vital part of staying healthy. Charlotte
Fetterman Harrell pharmacist with Matthews Health
Mart and sister to groom to be Trey Fetterman show
finance Madeline just how quick and easy it is.

Matthews
Matthews Caring for you
healthMart
healthMart and about you
PHARMACY
Jordan Shopping Center Clinton • 910-592-3121

Tracy Oates of Elizabeth's Garden and Gifts explains the many options Madeline
and Trey have to creating a joint monogram combining their initials. Designs can be
incorporated throughout their wedding as well as their home after the big day.

394 Faison Highway
Clinton, NC 28328

910-592-3043
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Love blossoms for Pope, Fetterman
By Kristy D. Carter

kcarter@civitasmedia.com

Despite there being a few years
between them, Madeline Pope and Trey
Fetterman share many of the same loves,
including their love for each other. The
two will be wed in just a few weeks.
Knowing each other their entire lives,
Trey and Madeline grew up in the same
church, Graves Memorial Presbyterian.
“I used to watch him as one of the
older kids, wishing I was older,” Madeline said. “Six and a half years is quite
an age gap when one is a child.”
While the two are not sure when the
mutual attraction took place, they say
they connected on Facebook in 2014.
Madeline had just ended a relationship,
and certainly was not looking into finding someone new.
“About three weeks after I ended my
previous relationship, Trey asked me on
our first date, Friday, June 13,” Madeline

said.
Growing up, Trey says he always say
Madeline as one of the younger kids,
but after he graduated from college and
returned to Clinton to begin working
with Prestage Farms, he says he noticed
that the girl he once didn’t have an interest in had become a beautiful young
woman.
“It was then that I would notice a
beautiful young woman, not just a younger kid sitting in front of me at church,”
Trey explained. “She was very nice and
a joy to talk with, so I reached out and
asked her if she would like to go see The
Breakfast Club Band in downtown Wilmington.”
After dating for a year and three
months, Trey proposed to Madeline on
Sept. 19, 2015.
“We had gone to his beach house for
the weekend at Emerald Isle,” Madeline
shared. “We got ready to go to dinner,

Photo courtesy of Laura Harris Photos
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Furnish Your New Life Together with

Planning a
wedding

involves many details...

2760 North 421 Hwy • Clinton, NC

(Old Dudley Furniture Location)

12 Months
Same as
Cash

910-592-5130

Whether planning the rehearsal dinner or the big day, Kyle’s Farm
is the perfect location. Step back in time with this beautiful old
structure with lots of character, beautiful hardwood floors, and
stunning lighting. If an outdoor wedding is what you prefer, we
have beautiful landscapes to create the perfect backdrop.

For more information contact us at
Kylesfarmnc.com or call us at 910-532-2061
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and he asked if we could go look
at the sunset on the beach before
leaving. I said, ‘sure,’ not knowing what was to follow. As we
approached the dock, I noticed
his hands were sweaty and he was
getting all nervous. We were looking at the water, and he started off
on this monologue of how much
he loves me, and then he turned
me around and got on his knee.
He asked me to marry him, and
I asked, ‘Is this real life?’ I made
him suffer for a few moments,
unfortunately, but I said yes, and
it was the best decision I’ve ever
made.”
The wedding is planned for May
at their home church, followed
by a reception at the Sampson
County Agri-Exposition Center.
They have plans to honeymoon in
Grenada.
Madeline says that Trey is very
easy going and good at commu-

Sunday, April 30, 2017

nicating with others. He also has
the ability to offer a sense of clam
during the storm.
Trey says that he loves Madeline’s personality, including her
independence, drive to succeed,
loyalty, and compassion.
Madeline is the daughter of
Timothy and Vicki Pope. She
graduated from Clinton High
School and earned a bachelor’s
degree in environmental science
and meteorology from N.C. State
University and is currently pursuing a master’s degree in geospatial
information systems. She works
with PrecisionHawk, Inc. as an
enterprise account manager.
Trey is the son of Joni Fay Fetterman and the late Lewis Fetterman Jr. He graduated from
Clinton High School and earned
a bachelor of science degree in
animal science from N.C. State
University. He now works as a sow
farm manger with Prestage Farms.
Reach Kristy D. Carter at 910-592-8137, ext.
2588. Follow us on Twitter at @SampsonInd.
Like us on Facebook.

Madeline and Trey
know they can count on

B. J. Williamson
for all their propane needs.

Williamson Gas
also carries the Buck Grill
and the Wilmington Grill
sure to please Trey with
years of grilling enjoyment!

Carlie C’s is “Hometown Proud” to serve you with fresh, quality
products down every aisle! Offering a wide selection of meats that are
cut by our on-site butchers every day, fresh and local produce,
wide variety of grocery, dairy and frozen items, and don’t forget that
wonderful 9 layer chocolate cake and fried chicken in the Deli-Bakery!
You will find that Carlie C’s is big enough to serve you,
yet small enough to know you.
So if you are preparing your weekly meals, a cookout, a
holiday lunch, or a special occasion dinner, we are your
Hometown Proud Grocery Store - Carlie C’s IGA!

Proudly Serving Sampson
County Since 1928
820 Elizabeth Street • Clinton

910-592-6121

Clinton, Roseboro, Dunn, Erwin, Coats, Benson, Four Oaks, Smithfield, Lillington, Angier,
Goldsboro, Raleigh, Garner, Zebulon, Durham, Laurinburg, Fayetteville, Hope Mills

Visit a Carlie C’s IGA near you to see what everyone is talking about!

11

BRIDAL 2017

12 Sunday, April 30, 2017

Sampson Independent

Matthew’s Gifts and Healthmart

Madeline and Trey talk with a pharmacist about vitamin options.

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Betsy Edwards explains the importance of using the
perfect cleaning system that Madeline and Trey will need
to keep their new flooring looking great for years to come.

Madeline Pope and Trey Fetterman look at bridal party gifts at Matthew’s Gifts.

Let us make
your day
as special
as you are.

Edwards Carpet Sales
876 Fasion Hwy Clinton NC 28328

910-596-4440

101 Coharie Ln, Clinton, NC 28328

910-592-6745
www.cohariecc.com
info@cohariecc.com
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Sampson Agri-Exposition Center Furniture Frontier

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Emilee Carter and Doug Devincentis talk about renting the Sampson Agri-Exposition Center.

Madeline Pope and Trey Fetterman look at bedroom furniture at Furniture Frontier.

Williamson Gas Company

The Sampson Independent

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Madeline Pope and Trey Fetterman talk about gas grills at Williamson Gas Company.

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Emilee Carter and Doug Devincentis talk about subscribing to the newspaper.
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Two Brothers

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Madeline Pope and Trey Fetterman look over China patterns at Royal Gifts.

Emilee Carter and Doug Devincentis look at tuxedos at Two Brothers.

Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Determining wedding day dress codes
Wedding invitations do more than
merely announce that a celebration
is on the horizon. Invitations provide
key information about the ceremony
and festivities to follow. Many details,
including the location, time and date
of the wedding, are spelled out on the
wedding invitations. However, invitations can sometimes leave guests
confused about the appropriate style of
attire for the occasion.
Even though wedding invitations
rarely offer specific information regarding attire, chances are the wording
will provide clues that can help guests
interpret the desired dress code.
Casual
If the invitation mentions casual
attire, it’s important to realize that
everyday casual is different from
wedding casual. Jeans, shorts and

tank tops are unacceptable unless
otherwise noted. Err on the side of
caution and go with business casual,
which includes chinos, slacks, a polo
shirt or button-down shirt for men.
Women can wear a sundress or slacks
or a skirt and an attractive blouse. If
the invitation mentions beach casual,
shorts and even sandals are likely
acceptable.
Semiformal
Semiformal dresswear, sometimes
referred to as “dressy casual,” is a
step up from casual clothing. Cocktail
dresses or a more elegant skirt and top
are the norms. Gentleman generally
wear a suit and tie. Coordinate the
colors of clothing to the time of day.
Fabrics should represent the season.
For example, a linen suit will not pass
at a winter wedding.

Formal
Formal attire is the default dress
code for the majority of weddings.
When the invitation does not specify
a dress code, it is safe to assume
formal attire is expected. Men can
choose among a dark suit and tie or a
tuxedo. Women can opt for a formal
cocktail-length dress, a classic suit or
a long dress. Select among tones that
are gray, black or brown.
Black tie
Black tie events also require formal attire. Black tie typically goes
hand-in-hand with an evening wedding. Black tie is more rigid for male
guests, who should wear a tuxedo,
black bow tie, cummerbund, and
patent leather shoes. Women have a
little more leeway with their attire
at such gatherings. A long evening

gown might be preferable. However, a chic cocktail dress also can
be acceptable, and darker, neutral
colors are most appropriate. Some
invitations may reference “Black Tie
Preferred.” While men may opt for a
tuxedo, a black suit also can be worn.
White Tie
The most formal of occasions will
request white tie attire. Ball gowns
and tuxedoes with tails are the
norm, as are dramatic jewelry and
hairstyles. White tie attire is akin to
what one might see worn to awards
shows.
When attending a wedding, it is
always better to be overdressed than
underdressed. Guests can consult
with fellow guests or the bride and
groom if they are unsure of the dress
code.

BRIDAL 2017
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Matthews Gifts
Your Events Start Here!

Invitations,Announcements, Personalized Stationary, and much more.

Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-7pm • Closed Sunday

THE place for
rehearsals,
weddings, and
receptions!
414 Warsaw Rd, Clinton, NC 28328
910-592-6451
sampsonexpocenter.com

00882643

910-592-5100

00825443

Matthews Gifts

Jordan Plaza • Clinton
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Tips for a special mother/son dance
Weddings celebrate the unions of happy
couples ready to pledge their lives to each
other. In theory, the wedding day spotlight should be shared equally by brides
and grooms. But brides often eclipse their
grooms, as guests are drawn to stunning
bridal gowns.
Though grooms might play second fiddle
for much of their wedding days, there is one
moment when all eyes are on the groom
and a special lady in his life. The mother/
son dance is a wedding tradition that many
grooms embrace as their opportunity to
show their mothers how much they love
and appreciate them. The mother/son dance
is an ideal time to create a special moment,
and the following are some tips to personalize the dance.
• Precede the bride and her father. Make
your own tradition and switch up the timing of the dances. Be the first to take a spin
on the dance floor and set the tone for the
other traditional songs to come.
• Create a photo montage. Work with an
entertainment company or photographer to
create a slideshow of images showing you
and your mother together and separately.
If possible, include some photos that were
shot during the wedding ceremony, asking
the photographer to capture the look on
your mother’s face during pivotal moments
of the ceremony.
• Show off your dance skills. One
increasingly popular wedding trend is
for fathers and brides to choreograph the
father/daughter dances. Grooms and their
mothers can follow suit, particularly if you
both have some stellar dance moves.
• Let Mom choose the song. Give your
mother the opportunity to express her sentiments to you, as mothers of the groom do
not typically toast their sons during weddings or even rehearsal dinners.
• Invite other son/mother duos up. If
the idea of dancing alone with your mother
is a bit intimidating, give other mothers
in attendance an opportunity to share the
spotlight. Celebrate all mothers in attendance, encouraging any mothers and sons
who are present to dance together.
Grooms may not garner the bulk of
guests’ attention on their wedding days.
But they can take steps to make their special dances with their mothers more memorable and unique.

Sampson Independent
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Incorporate f lowers in various ways
Weddings are special moments for couples and the
guests they invite to share their happiness on their big
days. Beautiful weddings require substantial planning,
as every last detail must be considered for couples to
enjoy the wedding of their dreams.
Flowers play a big role in many weddings, and couples can add beauty and ambiance to the event by using
floral arrangements in various ways. Modern floral
arrangements are stunning, and many couples may not
know that herbs, spices and flowers have been used in
weddings for centuries.
Today, flowers are used to decorate wedding venues,
impart sweet fragrances and complement formal attire,
but in ancient times they were used differently. Flowers
were used to bestow good luck on the couple and keep
bad omens away. Brides carried aromatic flowers and
spices to keep evil spirits from spoiling the festivities,
and some even tucked bulbs of garlic into their bouquets. In ancient Greece and Rome, both the bride and
groom wore garlands made out of strong-smelling herbs
flowers around their necks or heads. These wreaths

were considered gifts of nature, and thus extremely
appropriate for a wedding. Traditionally, bridesmaids
would be responsible for fashioning these floral components. In ancient Sweden, young girls would carry
small bouquets of fragrant herbs down the aisle and the
groom would put thyme in his pocket. These aromatics
were thought to help keep trolls at bay.
Besides warding off spirits or hungry trolls, flowers
also served more practical purposes throughout history.
During the Middle Ages, people bathed less frequently
than they do today. Bathing might only have occurred
twice a year, once during summer and then again at
Christmastime. Because many weddings took place in
the spring, flowers were used to mask bodily odors.
Not only were flowers and herbs carried, but they also
would be sewn into clothing.
Modern brides and grooms may no longer see their
wedding days as times for opportunistic evil spirits.
But that doesn’t mean that couples cannot borrow from
ancient traditions and incorporate flowers into their
weddings in various ways.

• Wreaths and garlands: Ask the florist to weave
small flower buds, berries and vines to a headband,
wreath or piece of twine so that the bride and groom
can wear these flowers in the way they were worn by
ancient Greeks and Romans. When coupled with Grecian-styled wedding gowns, brides can look like beautiful goddesses on their wedding days.
• Fragrant favors: Tuck dried rose petals and other
fragrant flowers into sachets that are embroidered with
the wedding date and couple’s names. Guests can use
these sachets to keep clothings smelling fresh in drawers or as subtle air fresheners around the house.
• Edible flowers: Ask the caterer to make meals
flower-friendly by including some edible blooms in the
salad or as a garnish on meals.
• Raining petals: In lieu of bubbles or birdseed,
guests can shower the newlyweds with rose petals after
the ceremony.
• Memorial: Some couples like to honor departed
family members. Floral arrangements with small placards can make for fitting memorials.
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Successful toasts help
shape social events
A toast is a drink raised in the health
or honor of someone. Such salutes are
typically accompanied by some heartfelt
words or tokens of advice. Toasts are a
common component of social gatherings,
including retirement parties, milestone
birthdays and weddings.
Toast of the town
It’s difficult to pinpoint who originated
the practice of toasting. Several ancient
societies would raise a glass in honor of
deities or special guests. Ancient Greeks
offered libations to the gods as a part of
ritualistic practices and also as a point
to drink to each other’s good health.
Ancient Romans at one point instituted
a practice that all people must drink to
Emperor Augustus at each meal.
The term “toast” has an interesting
history. Dating back to the 16th century,
“toast” refers to a piece of toasted bread.
A piece of toast was commonly added to
wine during this time because wine was
quite inferior in quality then compared
to modern vintages. Stale bread was
placed into the jug to soak up acidity
and improve the flavor. The wine also
improved the palatability of the old or
spiced bread. According to National Geographic magazine, by the 18th century,
the term “toast” had been transferred
from the floating piece of bread to the
person honored by the toast. Eventually,
“toast” represented the drink raised or
the words offered with the gesture.

Prepare for a toast
Toasts can be off-the-cuff remarks
shared in the moment, but for many special events, they should be prepared well
in advance. Nowadays, some toast-givers
devote extra time to preparing toasts,
particularly because they know these
sentiments can live on indefinitely on
social media. Giving a toast can induce
anxiety, but some nerves can be relieved
simply by doing one’s homework and not
procrastinating.
Writing tips
A person giving a toast is trying to
gain the attention of a group of people
who may not be very attentive. These
tips can improve the content of the
toasts and their delivery.
• Keep ‘you’ out of it. This toast is not
about you. It’s about the person you are
honoring. Therefore, do not put any selfcongratulatory messages in the toast.
Make it all about the person — even
beginning the toast with that person’s
name.
• Hook people in. Open the toast
with a good joke or anecdote that will
help introduce the person of honor. For
example,
Jake is a great guy because he’s the
type of person who will offer to meet you
at your dorm room at 2 a.m. with pizza
and beer to get you through a study session. Too bad he has a horrible sense of
direction and repeatedly shows up at the
wrong door.

• Tell a story. Reference the person in
the toast, other audience members, and
even yourself if you can be painted in a
self-deprecating light.
• Keep it short. This is a toast, not a
monologue. Be brief so that the audience
doesn’t lose interest. Set a five-minute

limit.
• Wrap it up. Conclude the toast by
tying the story back to the introduction
and making sure to include the audience
once more. This will help you get the
biggest laughs and applause.

“Hometown Folks
You Can Trust”
Locally Owned &
Operated By
Frankie & Donna Owens

9:00-6:00 Monday-Friday • 9:00-4:00 Saturday

Every couple has a story and their wedding day is
the chance to share with family and friends.

Edna’s
Florist

“Always the lowest prices guaranteed”
Sandy Freeman of Edna's Florist
work with Emilee and Doug to make
sure their dreams come true with the
perfect floral arrangements.

1-800-468-0427 910-592-5389 • 227 McKoy St. Clinton ednasflorist.com

Visit our online gallery at www.owenshomefurnishings.com

Free Local Delivery
00883597
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Ann’s Sew-N-Vac

According to the Real Weddings Study from the premier
multiplatform wedding resource
The Knot, the most popular
month for couples to get engaged
is December. Sixteen percent
of survey respondents became
engaged in the final month of the
calendar year. The survey also
found that the average length of a
couple’s engagement is now 14.5
months. Where June once was
the most popular month of the
year to tie the knot, today’s couples are now heading down the
aisle most often in October. Seventeen percent of weddings now
occur in October, closely followed
by 15 percent in September. And
at what age are couples saying
their “I dos”? The average marrying age for a bride is 29 and it is
31 for the groom.
Kristy D. Carter|Sampson Independent

Madeline Pope and Trey Fetterman talk about vacuum cleaner options at Ann’s Sew-N-Vac.
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Ann’s Sew
‘N Vac
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www.annssewnvac.com
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Freedom Family Homes

Builds High Quality
Site Built
Homes.

The Roanoke
Freedom’s Floor Plans come with standard features and some are listed below:
• 10 Year Builder Warranty • 30 Year Architectural Shingles • Brick Foundations • Concrete Porch with Brick Rollock
• Delta Faucets • Cultured Marble Vanities • In House Construction Financing

Tonya Parrish of Royal Gifts wants to make sure Madeline and
Trey’s journey is unforgettable! If you are looking to gather some
wedding gift options for the beautiful couple, Tonya has gifts
that will be as timeless as their marriage.

The Alexander

The Burlington

The Clinton

The Hampton

The Hampshire

The Plantation

117 Wall Street | Clinton, NC 28328

910-590-2795

543 Jackson Blvd.
Erwin, NC
Mon - Fri 9AM- 6PM

FREEDOM FAMILY HOMES
910-892-9116 • www.freedomfamilyhomes.com

We want to get you
off to a Great Start!

Clinton
Appliance & Furniture Co.
401 Northwest Blve., Clinton, NC 28328 • 910-592-7077

www.clintonappliance.com

