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307 Beaman Street  |  Clinton (2 Blocks From Hospital)  |  592-8444

CLINTON DRUG COMPANY

SHOP SAMPSON COUNTY’S LOWEST PRICED PHARMACY

Is Your Insurance No Longer Accepted 
at your Current Pharmacy?

Clinton Drug Company would like to be your 
#1 Pharmacy!  We accept Tricare, BCBS of NC, Aetna, Hu-

mana, Community Care, Magellion, Envision, 
Express Scripts, AARP, State BCBS, 
and many more insurance plans.

Stop by or call 592-8444

1824 Hobbton Hwy.
Clinton, NC 28328 (910) 592-7390

New & Used Tires
Custom Wheels, 

Wholesale & Retail

SMITH TIRE SALES, INC.

Serving the public for
over 35 years!

God has blessed us over the years with a 
strong, growing business, faithful em-
ployees, loyal customers and a wonder-
ful community to be a part of.  Thank 
you for voting us number one for your 
tire needs, again.
              Darrell and Julie Smith

Best Place To Buy

New Tires

Best Place To Buy

Used Tires

CERTIFIED 
NITROGEN 

TIRE FILLING
SERVICE 

AVAILABLE

SMITH TIRE SALES, INC.

Serving the public for 
over 40 years!
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A little faith proves enormous love
By Ray Ammons
Contributing columnist

Faith
Matthew 17:20
Jesus said to them,…

For truly I tell you, if 
you have faith the size of 
a mustard seed, you will 
say to this mountain, 
‘Move,’ and it will move; 
and nothing will be 
impossible for you.”

I used to make mustard sandwich-
es. Now in my adult years I prefer to 
partner mustard with ham, bologna, 
hot dogs, or hamburgers. As a young 
boy, when I first heard this from 
Jesus, I was thrilled. My eager soul 
concluded, “I like mustard so if Jesus 
says my faith is like mustard seed, I 
am good to go.” I knew, as well, that 
a mustard seed was small. I resolved 
that God is amazing if I just trust him 

a little.
The irony of the passage is that 

nothing about this word from Jesus is 
small. Everyday realities can be big. 
Situations can be serious. Life’s load 
can be threatening and overwhelm-
ing. Trusting God, placing our faith 
in Him, is an immeasurable resource 
of hope. Such steps of trust have at 
least two expressions.

First, faith pleads.
When I am trusting God, I plead 

with him fully believing His strength 
is my strongest option. A plea is not 
a shout of disbelief. It is a cry out to 
the only source you can believe in. It 
is a request made in determination.

Often we refer to it as earnest 
prayer; in essence it is a plea. To 
God we go with our hearts to seek 
His care, His comfort, His calm. We 
make pleas on behalf of the people we 
know and love who have been devas-
tated by loss, crisis, and tragedy. We 

plead on behalf of our personal pain 
and chaos. Whether determined or 
desperate we express that God is our 
ultimate resource, our only hope. I 
believe we are doing a big thing with 
our faith when we utter our plea.

For those we love, for ourselves, for 
our communities, for our nation…in 
faith we plead with our God because 
we have learned God listens, God 
cares, and God is present. Jesus tells 
us that our faith pleads and that is 
big and yet all it takes is mustard-
seed-sized trust.

Second, faith pleads but it also per-
sists.

A former seminary professor and 
dear ministry friend had an oppor-
tunity to visit Russia for a Christian 
evangelism rally. Sitting on the 
stage as one of the guest preachers, 
he looked over the audience and 
observed many elderly women in 
attendance who seemed to be full 

of tears throughout the service. He 
would learn these were tears of rejoic-
ing. They represented the Christian 
faithful who met secretly, courageous-
ly for their entire lives to keep their 
Christian faith alive.

They had come to know Christ 
somehow, someway in their younger 
years and had prayed the restrictive, 
oppressive influence on Christianity 
out of their country. They had risked 
their very lives to keep the light of 
Jesus burning in their country fully 
trusting that one day their witness 
could be opened to the world.

After the service, my friend had a 
personal opportunity to meet a few 
of these devoted grandmothers of 
the faith whose profession of Christ 
persisted for generations. He would 
say he had never before seen such 
a bright twinkle of joy as he did in 

Ray Ammons

See FAITH | 13
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A Local Footprint of God’s Grace

	
Becky Spell 
Jennifer Brewer 
becky@timsgift.com 
www.timsgift.com 

108 Northeast Blvd 
Clinton, NC 28328 

910.592.1126 

	

Open M-W 8am-5pm Tuesdays Prayer 7-8 am and living free at 6:30.

We are grateful to God for “You” our prayer and financial partners who support 
Tim’s Gift and enable us to “Give Hope and Help”

910.592.1126
timsgift.com

108 Northeast Blvd.
Clinton, NC 28328

Divinely placed for His glory
By Chris Embler
Contributing columnist

Our family had moved from Topsail 
Beach to Clinton after receiving a phone 
call from a precious widow named Mari-
lyn St. Pierre.

Not long after our feet had touched the 
ground in Clinton I found myself riding 
with Wendy Carr to share at a Thursday 
afternoon Kiwanis meeting. The meal 
and meeting closed and I noticed that 
two ladies had tarried and that one lady 
was praying over another…so I too was 
drawn into that crossroads fellowship.

Upon the closing of that prayer, I was 
introduced to Mrs. Becky Spell. I could 
see the zeal of the Lord resting upon her 
and that the joy of the Lord was clearly 
her strength. Before departing ways, 
Becky had extended an invitation to 
come to a prayer meeting on Tuesday 
mornings at a place called Tim’s Gift. 
From that fi rst tangible encounter of 

grace around the table of prayer on Tues-
days I found the fellowship of believers. 
We were confessing sin and struggles 
with one another and praying earnestly 
with one another so that our healing 
would come.

I hungered for those precious Tues-
days, where we would tarry sometimes 
for hours as we tasted and saw that the 
Lord was good. He would pour out the 
precious Holy Spirit to comfort and 
counsel us all. As the weeks and months 
passed I saw the Holy Spirit blow indi-
viduals through the doorway of Tim’s 
Gift to be received in grace by the Body 
of Christ. Sometimes they would come 
in need of a wheel chair, others showed 
up for assistance to pay for medicine, at 
times there was help with electric bills 
and sometimes they would just need a 
hug.

These needs were met time and time 
again, always with grace and always in 
the Name above all Names….in the Name 

of Jesus Christ. Many times the people 
that would come had been referred by 
local churches that knew and trusted that 
Tim’s Gift was serving needs and shar-
ing the Gospel. I scratched my head very 
often, in awe of how this one widow pro-
pelled by God’s love was doing missions 
ministry by coming alongside the local 
church to aid in meeting tremendous 
physical and spiritual needs.

Over time around that prayer table 
with Becky, many tears of sorrow and 
suffering were shared, as when I saw her 
become a widow for the second time in 
her life. There were also times when we 
celebrated new beginnings with the birth 
of my 4th child, Selah. Selah was born at 
home as a midwife assisted in the deliv-
ery.

Yet, our family did not have medical 
insurance at the time, so Rachel and I 
were trusting that the Lord would cover 
any expenses we would incur. We knew 
that where God guided, he always pro-
vided….we just weren’t sure how it would 
come. Well, one day after prayer time 
Becky conveyed that Tim’s Gift felt led to 
help provide for the midwifery services 
to bring our precious gift, Selah into the 

world.
I was stunned to tears at this super-

natural dispensation of grace. Needless 
to say, this gift brought tremendous 
relief to my wife, Rachel. She could relax 
and enjoy the pregnancy knowing that 
both she and Selah had been taken care 
of. As I think of this moment, I think of 
what Selah’s name means….to pause…..
and refl ect.

We need to pause and refl ect upon 
that which the Lord has done. As I give 
thanks and praise Jesus for the birth-
ing out of Tim’s Gift, which allowed the 
birthing out of my cherished daughter. 
Grace upon grace upon grace! I thank 
you, Father. Yet, I also want to give 
thanks to the next and most recent cre-
ation that He has birthed out. As the last 
couple of years have hurried by I have 
watched the amount of mission ministry 
multiply under Becky’s watch. I have 
observed this precious widow labor in 
sacrifi cial love.

I always prayed that the Lord would 
send this sister some extra hands and 
help to hold her arms up in this weary 
battle….I always thought she needed an 

See GLORY | 13
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Clinton’s Corner Community Chapel

By Chris Berendt
cberendt@civitasmedia.com

At the heavily-trafficked corner of 
Vance and Beaman streets in Clinton 
sits a small church, one without a pas-
tor or a congregation.

On Sundays, when parking lots at 
places of worship across Sampson 
County are full, the small chapel’s 
spaces are most often empty. But the 
chapel stands as a beacon, open to 
anybody every day of the week, wel-
coming all who feel the need to pray, 
sing or sit in silent reflection. There 
are Bibles and hymnals in the pews, 
scriptures and art on the walls at the 
entrance and stained glass windows 
that invite the sunlight to dance 
around the small sanctuary, meticu-
lous in its appearance.

It is known as the chapel at the 
corner, aptly named the Corner Com-
munity Chapel. At Christmas, an 
illuminated Nativity is put on display 
outside the church for motorists and 
pedestrians alike. For a long time, the 
small chapel was open 24 hours a day. 
Just recently, those open hours for 
prayer were whittled down to 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., still seven days a week.

The church may not host regular 
services, but it is truly a place of 
worship, a house of the Lord offered 
for everyone, blind to race and back-
ground. And while it may not have a 
choir that regularly fills it with song, 
the church does serve as a venue 
for people to gather, vows to be 
exchanged and — most importantly 
— for visitors to feel closer to God.

Located at 203 Beaman St., the 
church building was built in 1908 as 
an outgrowth from Red Hill Church 
in the Taylors Bridge community. The 
church disbanded in the early 1970s 
and the building was acquired by the 
Liberty Assembly Church. Over the 
years, several different congregations 
have been in and out of the structure, 
which became worn as time went on.

In 2009, the church saw a rebirth.
The Foundation for Good News, 

Inc., a non-profit organization headed 
by George E. Wilson and his fam-
ily, purchased the building when the 
last congregation faded away and the 
building had fallen into disrepair. It 
was purchased in March of that year.

“It has always been there,” said Wil-
son of the church structure. “Several 
different congregations had been there 
since the 70s.”

The last congregation was Hispanic 
and Wilson recalled driving by and 
seeing a yard sale set up every Sat-
urday where the parking lot is now. 
When a “for sale” sign went up on the 
property one day, Wilson saw his next 
project come into focus. Wilson, who 
owns G. Wilson Realty and a great 
deal of property in downtown Clinton, 
has restored historic buildings in and 
around the downtown through the 
years.

“I just felt that didn’t need to be 
torn down and something else be put 
there,” he said of the chapel. “It prob-
ably wouldn’t maintain that historical 

flavor. I wanted to restore the building 
and have a chapel where folks could go 
and pray or meditate at will.”

On a trip to France to visit his 
daughter Michelle, Wilson made 
a late-night visit to one particular 
Catholic church whose architecture 
was rich and ornate. He adored it. He 
found that the church never closed 
and thought to himself that it would 
be nice to have such a place in his 
hometown.

“If anybody in our town wanted to 
go into a little church or chapel and 
have a moment of silence or prayer, 
you could probably do it after you 
went through all the church officials 
or tried to find a (phone) number for 
a person and then get a key to come 
in at a certain time,” Wilson said. “I 
wanted to provide something for our 
folks around here where they could 
just walk in at will.”

After it was purchased, the Corner 
Community Chapel was completely 
repaired and refurbished. New pews 
and stained glass windows were 
installed, as was a new parking lot. 

For many years that followed, the cha-
pel was open all the time, just like that 
beautiful church in France.

One of the reasons the hours were 
changed was due to some vandal-
ism, which Wilson said was nothing 
major. It was repaired and the church 
remained open. Other times, some 
would take overnight refuge in the 
church, which Wilson understood, but 
provided an unsanitary situation due 
to the lack of restroom facilities in the 
chapel.

Taking precautions, Wilson decided 
to cut down the hours and add some 
additional security, which included 
automated door locks. He didn’t want 
the church to be closed down.

“That way we can make sure no one 
is in there and then lock it with our 
phones,” said Wilson. “If someone 
happens to be in there, they can flip 
the lock and get out.”

Upon entering, visitors to the 
church will hear soft organ music play-
ing and see artwork and 

Saved and restored, small church 
open to everyone who needs it

Chris Berendt|Sampson Independent
The sanctuary of the Corner Community Chapel is immaculate, maintained regularly for everyone’s use.

See CHAPEL | 14
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 1230 Ozzie Road Clinton NC 28328
(C) 910-590-5906 (H) 910-592-7939

drs970@centurylink.net
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Saved from two deaths
By Theodore McNeil
Guest columnist

A true testimony of how the Almighty 
God, by His son Jesus Christ, saved my 
soul from sin and eternal condemnation. 
The story of how he saved me from Physi-
cal death in the electric chair, and how he 
fi nally delivered me from prison and life 
parole.

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and 
today, and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8)

In the City of Newburgh, New York …
In January 1960, I went to an apartment 

where my cousin was staying, there were 
two other men there with him, and they 
were planning and armed robbery. One of 
them said to the other two, “shall we let 
him in on it?” So they told me their plans of 
the robbery, and that noone would get hurt. 
As we were drinking whiskey, and talking it 
over, I consented to go with them.

Things, as always, did not turn out 
according to our plans, the proprietor put 
up a fi ght; and in this ordeal he was shot, 
and died on the scene.

We then fl ed the scene of the crime in 
a get-away car, and although there were 
no eye witness’, still, as strange as it may 
seem; we were caught by the Police within 
two hours.

The Police found the gun, and test-fi red 
it for evidence, and afterwards, we were all 
charged with murder in the fi rst degree in 
the course of armed robbery.

I knew then, that all of this mean death, 
in the electric chair. For it was only a mat-
ter of Court procedure, and a little time.

I would say to my cousin, “I often won-
dered how I was going to leave this world!”, 
and he would answer “now you know!” 
Then, as I began to feel a heavy burden of 
my sins, I said “I am going to get myself 
right with God.”

Shortly after this, we were transferred 
from the city jail to the county jail to wait 
indictment by the Grand Jury. It is there 
that I found a copy of the Holy Bible, and 
I started reading in God’s Word with tears 
in my eyes. Hoping to fi nd in it some place 
where God would have mercy on me.

During this time certain religious people 
visited inside the jail, and talked to us about 
God. But, I did not get any real help from 
their messages.

I came across a magazine with an article 
about a Healer, and Minister of God, by the 

name of Oral Roberts, of Tulsa Oklahoma. I 
wrote a letter to this man of God, and told 
him about the bad trouble I was in.

Soon after, there came in the jail a certain 
visitor, a Christian, and he was preaching 
the Gospel of God’s grace and salvation 
in Jesus Christ. How “Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save Sinners.” “For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that who-so-ever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlast-
ing life.” (John 3:16) Then the Preacher 
looked at me, and asked “Are you save?” 
I answered him “I don’t feel saved.” He 
replied “You don’t have to feel saved, but 
Believe.”

Then he gave to me even more assurance 
in the word of God; which required turning 
away from all my sins in turning to God,and 
putting my trust in His Son Jesus Christ by 
receiving Him into my life, by faith, to by 
my Lord and Savior to be saved. So I did 
this, that night, in my jail-cell. I took God 
at His word. For Jesus had said, “All that 
the Father giveth Me shall come to Me, and 
him that cometh to Me, I will no No Wise 
cast out.” (John 6:37) After I got off my 
knees from repentance before God, a great 
change took place inside me, and I hated 
my past evil life. Peace and comfort started 
coming upon me as I continued feeding on 
God’s Holy Word.

Soon after that, some bad thoughts 
started pressing into my mind, and trying 
to trouble me about how would I face up to 
death, in the Electric Chair?

It was about that time when I received a 
letter from the Healer, and Minister of God, 
Oral Roberts; in answer to the letter I had 
previously sent to him. He said in this letter 
“God will help you.” As I reached forth to 
receive his letter by taking it off the bars, I 
felt a great fi re crawling on my right hand 
like it was coming from the letter. The fi re 
ran up my right arm, and over my head to 
my shoulders. Then it covered me down 
to my feet! The it came up on the inside 
of my like a cool spring water, overfl owing 
through my mouth. I was burning on the 
outside, and cool on the inside! I was on 
fi re, yet not being consumed! Then a great 
peace, and comfort came upon me that was 
beyond my own explanation. Then, in that 
moment, I knew how I would be able to 
face up to death in the electric chair.

Being fi lled with the Holy Spirit of God 
opened my understanding to know the 

Holy Scriptures. After this, the time came 
to take the trial to court. On this day, the 
court automatically entered a not guilty 
plea for each of us. This is because we were 
charged with, and being tried for a capital 
crime. But one of the men involved took 
the witness stand, and turned state’s evi-
dence. He did this in hopes of receiving a 
recommendation of mercy for himself from 
the Jury so that he would not be given the 
Death Penalty. He ultimately knew this was 
the outcome, even before trial.

When our trial ended, the Jury brought 
in a verdict of guilty-as-charged, with a 
recommendation of mercy only for the 
defendant that had taken the witness stand. 
This man was sentenced to spend the rest 
of his natural life in prison. While we, on 
the other hand, were sentenced to death…
by electric char.

They transported to three of us, sepa-
rately, to the Death House in Sing Sing 
Prison. We were to stay there, and await 
our electrocution. At that time, there were 
about eleven others on death row with us. 
During my waiting period, I was locked in a 
cell next to a young man. I testifi ed to him 
how to be save by God’s grace through faith 

in Jesus Christ. He had ears to hear, and 
he came to true repentance of his sins and 
received Jesus Christ as his Lord and Sav-
ior. I was an eye witness to the miraculous 
change that took place in his life.

After this young man came to know the 
Lord, and was saved; I found out that he 
was previously a Homosexual. I know that 
God, the man that knows my heart, did not 
let me fi nd out about this until after he was 
saved from his sins. I would have shunned 
him, in my ignorance of God’s great love 
and mercy towards ALL sinners. For it is 
written of God’s holy and merciful calling, 
“Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord: though your sins be as scar-
let, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool.” “For God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that who-
so-ever believeth in Him (that is, in Jesus 
Christ,) should not perish, by have everlast-
ing life.” “For God sent not His Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that the 
world through Him might be saved.” “For 
ALL have sinned, and come short of the 

See SAVED | 17
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We believe in the Triune God:  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
We believe that God is the Creator, Preserver, and Ruler of Heaven and Earth.
We believe that Jesus Christ, the Son, was God in flesh revealed and that 

He came into the world that the world through Him can be saved from sin.
We believe that the Holy Spirit reveals God to people and that those who 

worship Him  must worship in spirit and in truth.
We believe that the Holy Bible is the inspired word of God, that it is the 

authority and inspiration for the faith and practice of the Christian life, and 
that every Christian has an individual responsibility to God to discover the 

meaning of the Scriptures for his or her own life.
We believe that spiritual regeneration must precede baptism, church 

membership, and commemoration of the Lord's Supper.
We believe that God created humankind in His own image and made of 

one blood all nations.
We believe that God is faithful and just to forgive all people who confess 

their sins and profess their faith in  Jesus Christ and that regardless of creed 
or race, they become the children of God and Christian brothers. We believe 

that as a local community of Christians, we are a part of Christ's Church 
which is universal in scope.  Therefore, we believe that we should witness 

and work for Christ in fellowship with all children of God in an effort to 
oppose evil and extend the Kingdom of God throughout the world.

We believe that nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Connecting families and friends in faith since 1854

Service Times
Sunday School 9:45am

Sunday Worship 11:00am
Dr. Ray Ammons, Senior Pastor

What we believe

00820278

Why Should You Choose

What Makes US Special at
Matthews Gifts

?
Matthews
healthMart
PhaRMaCY

We are a locally owned business committed to serve you
and provide our community with the best. For 47 years, we have 
enjoyed working and living in Sampson County. Below are some 
of our services that we provide at Matthews Health Mart.

Large selection with small town service
Complimentary Gift Wrap
Gifts for Every Occasion & Every Season
NEW Product Selection • We Deliver

Featuring:
• Ladies Jewelry & Fashion • Children’s Clothing & Accessories
• Invitations, Printing and Engraving Services • Personalized Gifts
• Home Decor and Housewares • Specialty Foods and Gifts Baskets
• College & Mens Gifts in your Team section

352 NE Boulevard Clinton • 910-592-5100

• Pharmacists available to consult with you about your medications
• 24 Hour Emergency Service • FREE Home Delivery
• Auto Refill (one trip pickup) • Drive Thru window service
• $4.00 generics and more • Natural Living Section 
• Eczema friendly items • Complete Selection of Vitamins 
• Flu, Shingles, Pneumonia, and Vaccines.
• Specialty ComPouNDiNg

Caring For You and About you!
Jordan Shopping Center Clinton • 910-592-3121

00815218 
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WE ALSO DO SPECIALTY COMPOUNDING, 
IMMUNIZATIONS (FLU, SHINGLES, PNEUMONIA, 

VACCINES), MEDICATION REVIEWS!
Do you have trouble getting to the pharmacy to pick up your 
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as you should?

WE OFFER
· FREE Home Delivery within the city limits
· Medications put on the same fill schedule
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When hope turns into faith
By Becky Spell Vann
Contributing columnist

Hope, by definition, means a feeling of desire for a 
certain thing to happen. Numerous stories have been 
written, prayers prayed, and songs sung about hope.

A seventies song plays in my mind as this story 
spills from my heart. I remember singing it while 
stocking shelves and pumping gas at our country 
store, “…just wishing and hoping and thinking and 
praying won’t get him into your heart. You gotta’ 
show him that you care just once more and believe he 
will be yours…”!

Times have changed since my teen season, but the 
tune and truth of this song still serenade my heart. We 
must do more than wish, think, pray, and hope as we 
walk through life holding our heads high and show-
ing our Lord and loved ones that we care. Continuous 
praying and hoping can bring answers from Christ 
and things can be ours that only He could work out. 
We must believe with hope in our hearts while step-

ping in faith for things to happen!
When Tim went to be with Jesus in 2007, my bro-

ken heart, devoted Hospice nurse, and home filled 
with medical equipment - that no one wanted - was 
used by God to begin Tim’s Gift Inc. Time spent 
thinking, praying, and hoping in a season when my 
world was shattered only took shape when I stepped 
in faith to divine stirrings. I did not understand what 
Tim’s Gift would be, but I believed and took steps of 
faith to help it happen. Ten years later, I still do not 
understand all God’s plans but am enjoying experienc-
ing Him put the pieces together as we humbly give 
help and hope and honor our heavenly Father.

When James went to be with Jesus in 2014, my bro-
ken heart, blended family, friends, and belief that God 
would heal and help me go forth sustained me when 
Satan tried to destroy my hope! Pressing on with hope 
in your heart is not easy when your world has been 
turned upside down…again! Many of you have expe-
rienced heartaches and hurdles over and over. Giving 
up and getting stuck in pity is easy. It takes praying 

and hoping many times, while showing God we care 
and believe He will be with us through it all…and He 
will. God promises to heal hearts, bind wounds, and 
never to fail or leave us. And He is a Promise Keeper!

When God sent Jennifer Brewer to Tim’s Gift in 
2015, prayers were answered for help, healing, and 
happiness in ways I never imagined. The Master, who 
lives in hearts and restores hope, sent a miracle - a 
beautiful young blond: smart, sweet, sensational, car-
ing, cancer survivor, legally blind, loving, Christian 
woman full of hope, faith, and love to help me in more 
ways than just carrying on His plans at Tim’s Gift. Yet, 
oh me of little faith almost missed the miracle.

Jennifer Brewer, a 20-year-old sweetheart, was pur-
suing her career plans in college when cancer turned 
her world upside down. After two bone marrow trans-
plants, losing her eyesight from a bad cell in the sec-
ond one, surviving cancer, family sticking by her like 
glue, mother - Lisa - being her rock, attending blind 

A look at 
St. Paul’s 
Episcopal
Students in the Kelly Jones’ 
Shutterbugs photography 
class took a trip through the 
property of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church on Main Street and 
captured some of the serene 
moments around the church.

See more pictures on pages 8 
and 12.

Kimberly Cannady

Kimberly Cannady

Kelly Jones

See HOPE | 10



FAITH & FAMILY The Sampson Independent8    Friday, March 31, 2017

S8

Through God comes great healing
By Milley Brewington
Guest columnist

Lately I have thinking 
of the song by Andrae 
Crouch “Take Me Back.” 
The words are: “Take me 
back, take me back Dear 
Lord, to the place where 
I first received You. Take 
me back, take me back 
Dear Lord where I first 
believed.”

On March 21, 1969, at New Bethel 
Baptist Church during their spring reviv-
al, I gave my heart to the Lord. I was 
baptized on Sunday, March 23 by the 
Rev. David Brewington. My parents had 
taught me that through Jesus Christ I 
would find faith and hope. Okay, so you 
may say, “Well, Milley you were 11 at 
this time, what did you know about faith 

and hope?” I had some Godly examples, 
my Mother and Dad that lived faith and 
hope before their children.

On Tuesday, October 30, 2001, while 
en-route to work at Case Farms in Dud-
ley, NC as a USDA food inspector, I was 
in a very traumatic auto accident. I don’t 
remember how it feels to be unsure 
of whether you will live or die. I don’t 
remember the worry, the fright, the 
pain, and therefore, in some ways I don’t 
understand what happened to me and 
how it feels to have your life and future 
at stake. There were three weeks of my 
life that are unforgettable to my family, 
friends and others. These people had to 
have faith and hope. I appreciated the 
love, prayers and encouragement during 
this time when it mattered most. God’s 
Word informs us “that the prayers of a 
righteous person is powerful and effec-
tive.”

During this time God was turning 
hearts toward Him. God is good. Fear 
likes to get in the way of good things. 
My mind at one time was concerned 
about not being able to walk again or 
function as I once did, how would I pay 
for my home and just how would I sur-

vive? And God took me back to where I 
first believed. With hard work, (in physi-
cal therapy and speech therapy) endur-
ance and faith and hope, God demon-
strated His power. God surely knows the 
end of my story on this earth will be an 
excellent one. Three weeks on life sup-
port, several step down units, a trachea, 
not being able to move or talk — can be 
very distressing.

God is inherently good and everything 
He does is for a higher purpose. Our 
minds are too small to grasp everything, 
and sometimes we need to let go of a 
need for understanding and just have 
faith in God’s plan for our lives. Our 
minds are limited. We cannot under-
stand how God works and and what He 
does. The traumatic accident is part of 
my story now. I hope that others will 

Milley 
Brewington

“God is inherently good and 
everything He does is for a higher 
purpose. Our minds are too 
small to grasp everything, and 
sometimes we need to let go of a 
need for understanding and just 
have faith in God’s plan for our 
lives. ”

— Milley Brewington,
Guest Columnist

Kimberly Cannady
Kelly Jones

See HEALING | 11

More pictures from St. Paul’s Episcopal
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Michael Edwards, Owner • 910-592-4741
317 S.E. Blvd., Clinton • NC 28328 • www.tireincofclinton.com

We Sell...
Tractor Tires • Industrial Tires • Logging Tires • Bandag Retread Tires 

Medium Truck Tires • Passenger & Light Truck Tires • Trailer Tires
Lawn & Garden Tires • Used Medium Truck Wheels & Rims

Nitrogen for commercial, passenger and farm tires.

We Offer...
Road Service • Tire Repairs on: Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

Logging & Construction Equipment

Tires Inc.Tires Inc.
NO DETOURS™ • Bandag Retread Dealer • Firestone Associate Dealer
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school, adjusting to life with little vision 
and multiple health issues, asking God 
for help to go forth, a ten year season of 
healing, hoping, thinking, and praying, 
never lamenting ‘why me’, just showing 
time and time again and again that she 
cared, loved and trusted her heavenly 
Father…Jennifer stepped in faith for His 
plans to happen in her life.

Her mother stopped by Carolina 
Tacos (beside Tim’s Gift) on a winter’s 
day only weeks after James passed 
away. Jennifer waited in the car. When 
her mother returned, Jennifer shared 
about the sign at Tim’s Gift getting her 
attention. They talked about Tim’s Gift 
helping people with cancer. Jennifer 
said, “That would be a good place for 
me to volunteer since I’ve had cancer.”

After much thinking, praying, and 
three times Jennifer calling me with 
hopes of becoming a volunteer or help-
ing in any way…God sent reinforcement 
to get my attention and receive the mir-
acle He had ready and waiting to bless 

my life and broaden plans He had for 
Tim’s Gift. One spring morning, a rep-
resentative from North Carolina Blind 
Association ‘came a calling’! We sat at 
the prayer table, became acquainted, 
and she shared her reason for being 
there.

“I believe Jennifer would be a great 
asset to Tim’s Gift. She is eager to 
work and has many gifts that would 
make her a valuable resource. I believe 
so strongly she will succeed here that 
we are willing to pay her salary for the 
fi rst six months. Will you just give her a 
chance?”

I was speechless. Thinking of Jenni-
fer’s multiple calls, kind voice, and ear-
nest desire to volunteer raced through 
my mind. Justifying why I didn’t say 
yes - what would she do, how could she 
help, her safety and lack of vision, not 
knowing how it would work out - did 
not pan out in my heart. So, I asked the 
lady if we could pray about it. Holding 
hands and praying with a stranger He 
sent to straighten me out was just what 
I needed. Wiping tears and feeling His 
sweet spirit settle like a security blan-
ket, we hugged in one accord - bound 
by the love of the Lord living inside 

our hearts. I promised to call Jennifer 
and give her a chance. She promised to 
be there for any needs Jennifer would 
have on the job. Faith for what we both 
desired but could not see became clear-
ly visible when we prayed one more 
time, showed Him that we cared, and 
listened to His stirring in our hearts. 
We had to step in faith for it to happen!

I called the next day; Jennifer came 
the next week, and two years later we 
are still praising God for bringing us 
together to give help and hope to peo-
ple in need through Tim’s Gift. Jennifer 
Brewer is the answer to many nights 
and days of thinking, hoping, and pray-
ing when the enemy tried to stop God’s 
plans and destroy my life. She is amaz-
ing! The gifts she has brought to Tim’s 
Gift have sharpened the vision of the 
ministry founded in love, grounded in 
faith, and operating as a local footprint 
of God’s grace.

Jennifer is a living miracle fi lled with 
vision. She does the emails you receive 
(if you don’t, call with your email 
address), manages Tim’s Gift website, 
keeps track of all incoming and outgo-
ing supplies and equipment, We love 
sharing our days doing what Jesus has 

called us to do: help others cherish 
what they have - for it can be gone in 
the twinkling of an eye. Working with 
Jennifer is God’s gift to me and the 
many people whose lives she impacts 
with her peace and HOPE. Recently, 
we received a card from a lady whose 
hope was restored when she shared 
time here with Jennifer. Her card reads, 
“Those who Hope to sing always fi nd a 
song. ‘Never let it be said that Jennifer 
doesn’t have vision’!

“Where there is no vision, the people 
perish.” Proverbs 29:18

Tim’s Gift has vision to glorify God 
by giving help and hope to His children 
who are drawn to the little, white build-
ing on Northeast Boulevard in Clinton, 
N.C.! The place where Jennifer and 
I humbly share God’s love and hap-
pily spend our days is open Monday 
through Wednesday.

The miracles Jesus has performed in 
Jennifer’s life and mine have fostered 
our fairth to serve, heralded our hope to 
press on, and lifted us in love to do it as 
Jesus taught. We pray for vision to keep 
going forth, faith to step wherever He 
leads, and hope to help make it happen.

From page 7

Hope
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First United Methodist Church of Clinton, NC, is the mother 
church of Methodism for the city of Clinton.

With a history of over 150 years, First UMC Clinton has a history of ministry 
and missions for over a century, and still remains today as a strong 

and visible witness of God’s love for the world.

First UMC Clinton has been recognized as one of the top 100 churches 
for its programs of innovative and dynamic ministry.

The church is over 675 members strong, and continues to grow with 
new families each month. The membership is well balanced with all 

ages and stages in life represented.

With the church’s dynamic music program representing 
a choir that has given concerts around the world, the 
new pipe organ,  new youth house with a strong and 
growing youth ministry program, and with ministries to 
families and children, including an after-school care five 

days a week, First UMC Clinton continues to be a
well-balanced church with ministries for everyone.

We belong to Harbor District in the 
NC Conference of the UMC.

Reverend T.R. Miller
00803616

910-592-2035
firstumcclinton.com

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
208 Sampson Street • Clinton, NC 28328
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learn from positive and negative experi-
ences, on what kind of person they want 
to be in the future, and what choices 
they need to make to achieve this. I 
need to examine myself and my sur-
roundings for the good and the bad, and 
make plans to improve things that I am 
not happy about rather than to let them 
destroy me and my faith. I have learned 
in life, there will be tough times, having 
faith that everything is going to work for 
the best is what gives me hope.

When I was at UNC hospital in Chapel 
Hill, there were over 28 trauma doctors 
that informed my family that they had 
done all they knew to do and had no 
hope of my survival. And there is hope. 
Healing does come. Reading, speaking 
and meditating on God’s Word provides 
hope. God is faithful to His promises 
and He will accomplish whatever He 
chooses to. We just need to have faith 
and hope in God and accept His Will. 
Psalm 39: 4-5.7; “Show me, Lord, my 

life’s end and the number of my days, 
let me know how fleeting my life is. You 
have made my days a mere handbreath, 
the span of my years is as nothing before 
you. everyone is but a breath, even those 
who seem secure. But now, Lord, what 
do I look for? My hope is in you.” Not 
only during this time but everyday, my 
hope is in the Lord.

While I was in one of my step down 
units at UNC hospital, Clay Davis 
visited me. I had just had the trachea 
removed a few days before this visit 
and I asked Clay what did he witness at 
the accident site, because I had already 
heard that he was the person God had 
in place for me on Tuesday, October 30, 
2001. Clay mentioned that I was in the 
middle of a very dark highway on my 
knees and I also happened to be 35 feet 
from my automobile.

I asked him to secure my purse, my 
badge and read a scripture for me. I 
carried my Bible to work with me every 
night and my Bible was laying on my 
console in my automobile when Clay 
found me. My Bible was in front of me 
opened with my hand laying on Psalm 

23! God knew the faith I had before the 
accident because He had proved Himself 
to be “faithful” so many times in my life. 
Psalm 23 gives hope that we exchange 
for faith. We must always recognize the 
hand of God in every life situation. My 
faith rested in God then and it does even 
more now.

My faith rests in God knowing that 
He is the Lord, my Shepherd. My faith 
can rest in the assurance God is always 
present with me and He is always able 
to do exceeding abundantly more than 
I could ever ask or imagine through my 
faith and hope in Him. God knew the 
Tuesday, October 30, 2001, that I would 
need this passage to meditate on day 
and night because I was being attacked 
with satan’s devices to doubt and give 
up. Oh, no, this could not happen for 
God had proven Himself to me so many 
times in my life already and I knew I had 
to fight the good fight of faith. Psalm 23 
speaks of the comfort and security of the 
child of God, even in the face of death. 
My hope and joy was not merely a mat-
ter of the present, but also of the future. 
After death on this earth, I look forward 

to spending eternity in God’s presence. 
This Psalm gives me hope as a child of 
God.

It was hope that saw the enemy of 
death as but a passing incident. Hope is 
allowing God to take care of us. Chris-
tian hope is a confidence that some-
thing will come to pass because God 
has promised that it will come to pass. 
My faith and hope has led me to say as 
Apostle Paul did, “But by the grace of 
God I am what I am.” I remember my 
Mother informing me that when she 
saw me in ICU on life support that she 
because she knew she had to accept 
God’s Will for my life and that if I lived 
I would be alright or if I died I would 
be alright. Where there is death, there 
is hope, for faith is the basis for hope 
beyond death.

I have learned as God takes me back 
to when I first believed that I have to 
take responsibility, to never forget, but 
rather use these experiences in my life 
to focus on a better future. God shows 
me His compassions and mercy through 
faith and hope that I may glorify His 
Divine Power and Bless His Holy Name.

From page 8

Healing
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1-800-468-0427 910-592-5389 • 227 McKoy St. Clinton ednasflorist.com

Edna’s 
Florist

It is a Blessing to serve our family and friends every day.

Mt. Gilead is a growing family of believers, united by one mission, 
to reach one more with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We exist to 

share the love of Christ in this community. 
We would like to extend an invitation to your family to join us 
for worship this Sunday, and we invite children of all ages to a 
free time of food and fun at our community Easter egg hunt!

Mt. Gilead Baptist Church
3921 Taylors Bridge Highway | Clinton, NC 28328

Davis’ Auto Body & Paint, Inc.
24 Hour Wrecker Service • Light & Heavy Duty

Davis Tyndall - President

276 Faison Highway, Clinton • 910-596-0049

“Our old history ends with the cross; our 
new history begins with the resurrection.”

 

This is p/u from ad no. 00728630, except change the quote in the middle to:

"Our old history ends with the cross; our new history begins with the resurrection."

Trudy

One Mission    One Message    One More

Community Easter Egg Hunt
April 8th   11-12:30

Sunday School starts at 9:45
Worship Service at 11:00
Mt. Gilead Baptist Church

3921 Taylors Bridge Highway
Clinton, NC 28328

Pastor 
Matthew Burris
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Kelly Jones
Silvia Steinmiller

More pictures from St. Paul’s Episcopal
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God’s light in our city
By Thom Miles

Being a Pastor of a full service ministry to 
the community can be frustrating at times. 
God tells us to always cast our worries 
onto Him. I have to be honest, month after 
month I worry and pray for enough money 
to be in our account to pay for the food to 
distribute to the 1000 folks we feed each 
month.

I worry whether we will make rent and 
other expenses. Unfortunately, most of the 
grants we are awarded do not allow for 
us to cover these bills. This money must 
come from community donations. Despite 
this though, God always pulls through. The 
money is always there. It’s amazing really, 
the more I worry the more God shows off 
and displays his power by providing the 
right amount of money, food, clothing, 
household items and whatever else our 
guests need at any given time.

In John 15:16 Jesus says “You did not 
choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you that you should go and bear fruit and 
that your fruit should abide, so that what-
ever you ask the Father in my name, he may 
give it to you.” As I look back through my 
life, even to the time before I was a Chris-
tian, when I was a “not so good person”, I 
can clearly see God had a plan for my life. 
The plan for a time such as this. As frustrat-
ing, as lonely, as prayerfully as a time it can 
be, God is here, He is in control always. 
Since the beginning of our ministry, I have 
seen some awesome miracles that undoubt-
edly God used to win peoples souls.

In the infancy of our ministry, we minis-
tered to the 1000 (give or take) homeless 
folks in Fayetteville. I loved to go sit around 
the camp fires open the Bible and just let 
God speak through me to those men and 
women. They, after all, are His children too.

They are people that most want to forget 
or not get to know. Even churches turn 
them away. In the beginning of my ministry 
to the homeless I really felt God’s power. 
Through Gods wisdom, He showed me how 
to get a few off the streets, into rehabilita-
tion centers, and going to church. But for 
many others, even though they seemed to 
enjoy the food and clothing I brought each 
visit, the firewood we had delivered, and 
the many tearful prayers that were shared 
amongst one another, they would remain 

addicted. They would remain homeless and 
following ungodly lives. For them, that life-
style is perfectly fine.

They even told me, “Pastor Thom, you 
don’t have to worry about us, we are well 
fed and are kept warm by other churches 
and missionaries.” I felt it was Gods way of 
saying, “Thom, it’s time to move onto serv-
ing elsewhere”. After hearing the statistics 
of 32 percent of Sampson County children 
live in poverty, we knew our focus would be 
right here in our back yard, Sampson Coun-
ty where there are limited resources for the 
under-privileged.

Upon focusing our attention on the poor 
in Sampson County communities our minis-
try flourished and Gods miracles astounded 
many. During the Christmas season of 2014, 
a guest and her husband came to us asking 
for prayer. They had been through an ordeal 
no parent wants to go through. While being 
pregnant with twins, they were in car acci-
dent. Unfortunately, one of the twins died. 
Through CAT scans, doctors determined 
the other twin would be born paralyzed 
from the neck down. The team assembled 
in prayer around the family, laying hands 
on the mother. When the baby was born, he 
was born perfectly healthy and is walking 
and running today. Mom and Dad named 
him Gabriel. Mom, not being a Christian 
prior to this miracle, is a firm believer in 
Jesus Christ today.

Serving day after serving day we see 
God’s miracles just like the one with Baby 
Gabriel. People are healed from illness, 
delivered from addiction, freed from heavy 
burden, the hopeless find hope, the love-
less find love. Seldom do we have a serving 
Saturday go by that we don’t have at least 
five people accept Jesus Christ as their Lord 
and savior.

From January 2016 to present over 111 
people have accepted Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and Savior at Enlighten The World 
Ministries Community Assistance Program. 
God is in our city. His light is in this city 
shining through the people that live, work, 
play and worship here. We see God in the 
faces of our volunteers as well as the many 
that we serve. He is in you. He is not just in 
Caucasians, African Americans, Hispanics, 
American Indians, no matter your race or 
color, God shines his light through you if 
you allow it.

army around her to move the 
momentous needs that con-
tinuously surround her. There 
are angels that continuously 
encamp around her to lift her 
up and then I saw the Lord 
supernaturally drop Jennifer 
Brewer in place by His grace. 
It was incredible to see God 
reveal his power in Jennifer 
as God positioned her beside 
Becky.

Little did I know that 
another shift was occurring in 
the Spirit. I felt a stirring but 
I could not tangibly see what 
was transpiring. One Tuesday 
morning as we were shoulder 
to shoulder around the prayer 
table, a door had just closed in 
my life as a season had shifted 
with my role as a facilitator 
of a Christian Non-Profit. No 
sooner had that door closed 
and as we shared and prayed 
around that table…Becky felt 
led to offer the opportunity 
to participate in the labor 
alongside her at Tim’s Gift….
to help her with the missional 
outreach that had consistently 
grown.

Rachel and I prayed for a 

couple weeks and so did the 
Becky and the Tim’s Gift 
Board. Cords of grace have 
drawn me in, to be a small part 
of what God had set in motion 
quite some time ago. I know 
what God says about serving 
the widow and the orphan. It 
ALWAYS is yes and amen! He 
hears their cries before a word 
is even off their lips, and He 
always makes provision. I am 
blessed to be one of the Living 
Stones connected to the chief 
cornerstone, Jesus….who has 
positioned me beside Becky to 
create a “dwelling” of Love at 
Tim’s Gift.

You will see this “spell”ed 
out Becky in Proverbs 15:25, 
“The Lord tears down the 
house of the proud, but He 
sets the widows boundary 
stones in place.” Becky, His 
dwelling of Love is being 
constructed stone by stone….
He positions each part for 
His glory….Fear not precious 
sister for the God of Angel 
Armies is on your side….they 
will come from the east, the 
west, the north, and the south, 
worthy is the Lamb! I look 
forward to serving the Lord, 
you, and this community. We 
are more than conquerors in 
Christ Jesus! Your brother in 
Christ, Chris Embler.

From page 3

Glory

their eyes. Mustard seeds of 
faith that persisted. That is 
big.

Jesus acknowledges the 
effectiveness of faith in this 
verse. When he talks about 
the mustard seed size of it, 
it is a bit of satire. Jesus is 
being as humorous as he is 
helpful, I believe. Faith is not 
measured, no more than we 
would measure the size of a 
mustard seed. It is a big thing 
to know that faith in God is 

productive.
Faith produces because 

God, first, does his part. God 
hears our hearts, and gives 
himself. God sees our soul 
and gives himself. Our salva-
tion is assured through the 
love and sacrifice of Jesus 
who gave his life for us. With 
our salvation purchased, the 
seeds of faith were first sown.

Placing our faith in God, 
who met our biggest need, is 
no small thing. By the word 
of Jesus, however, if only the 
size of a tiny seed, God can 
provide immeasurable love, 
healing, and hope. Amen.

From page 2

Faith
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scriptures that adorn the walls of 
the small foyer just inside the chapel’s 
doors. The artwork was created by 
Wilson’s grandson Sidney G. Tew III 
and Julie Stefanovich. There is a guest 
book where visitors can sign in and 
leave testimonies.

Since the chapel opened, many have 
shared just how much it has meant to 
them.

One woman went to the chapel 
every day during her oncology treat-
ments. Another man stated that a 
visit to the chapel saved his marriage. 
Many people signing the guest book 
request prayers, while others offer a 
scripture, a “Praise Jesus” or words 
of encouragement for a soul seeking 
salvation. There have also been quite a 
few weddings in the chapel, which can 
be reserved for intimate occasions that 
may be dwarfed by a larger sanctuary.

“That little place at the corner is 
doing what I felt like the Lord wanted 
it to do,” said Wilson.

For years, the Wilson family’s Foun-
dation for Good News provided homes 
for missionaries through the Clinton 
Pentecostal Holiness Church on Sun-
set Avenue, now called the Clinton 
Community Church, which serves as 
Wilson’s home church. The Wilson 
family also owns Christian radio sta-
tions out of Fayetteville, including 
Christian 107.3, which offers contem-
porary Christian music, and WGQR 
105.7 The Christian Listening Net-
work, a Southern Gospel station.

“Faith is very important to me,” 

Wilson said. “I have four children, 20 
grandchildren and one great-grand-
child and it’s very important for me to 
pass that on to my children and grand-
children.”

The church is just another vessel 
through which that faith and love can 
be shared with others. A G. Wilson 
Realty pen that accompanies the Cor-
ner Community Chapel guest book 
offers the only indication that Wilson 
is even affi liated with the chapel. Wil-
son is just fi ne with that.

“It’s not for our glory,” he said. “It’s 
for the Lord’s glory.”

Wilson takes solace in knowing 
that the chapel is there for everyone, 
whether they use it or not. He delights 
in hearing the stories and reading the 
testimonies of those who have been 
positively affected by simply having 
the chapel in their community. After 
all, that is why the chapel is there and 
why it was restored after a century of 
life, so that it might breathe life into 
others.

“The main purpose of the chapel 
is to have a place that it is open to 
everyone to come and pray,” said Wil-
son’s daughter Sharlene Tew. “The 
chapel is a place to go when you are 
overwhelmed. It is a quiet place for 
refl ection, a place for prayer, a place to 
meet God and lay your burdens at His 
feet. We do feel that it has been a real 
blessing to the Clinton community.”

“People have enjoyed the chapel,” 
Wilson added. “It’s doing what I want-
ed it to do and I think what the Lord 
wanted it to do, and that’s important.”

Reach Managing Editor Chris Berendt at 910-249-4616. 
Follow the paper on twitter @SampsonInd and like us on 
Facebook.

From page 4

Chapel

Chris Berendt|Sampson Independent
The church is open 12 hours a day, seven days a week, for anyone who wants to use it to pray, meditate 
or reflect. For many years, it was open 24 hours a day. That just changed last year.

Chris Berendt|Sampson Independent
The Corner Community Chapel structure, located at 203 Beaman St., dates back more than 100 years. 
It was built in 1908 as an outgrowth from Red Hill Church in the Taylors Bridge community. Many 
congregations were in and out of the structure, always located at the same corner, until it was purchased 
in 2009 and restored.

Chris Berendt|Sampson Independent
The Corner Community Chapel, at 
the corner of Vance and Beaman 
streets, was purchased in 2009 by 
the Foundation for Good News, Inc., 
a non-profit organization headed by 
George E. Wilson and his family. The 
church has been fully renovated and 
is open to the public.



FAITH & FAMILYThe Sampson Independent Friday, March 31, 2017        15

Sampson County Farm Bureau and Sourthern Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company have been pleased to have agent John 
McLamb of Salemburg, North Carolina on their team since 
March of 2009.  
John comes to Farm Bureau from the auto industry, where he 
served his clients in that profession at Go Toyota for 3 years in 
general sales and in leadership as sales manager for 7 years.  
During his time with Toyota, he was blessed to be able to create 
several relationships that he could be of service in.  He attained 
several sales accomplishments including Professional Retail 
Outstanding Sales professional and later earned his position as 

a top ten sales manager in the southeastern region of Toyota Motor Corporation.    
John is a native of Sampson County and is the son of John Charles and Phyllis McLamb.  He 
has two living siblings; Tracy McLamb and Daniel McLamb and survived his sister Carla 
McLamb Jackson.  John attended Midway High School at Spivey’s Corner, NC and Sampson 
Technical Institute in Clinton, NC.  John is married to Mary McLamb of Salemburg who is a 
teacher with the Sampson County School system.  They have two children, John Nelson 10 
and Sheriana Grace 6.  The family currently resides in Salemburg, NC and they faithfully attend 
Hollands Chapel PH Church.
John stated, “I am proud to call Sampson County my home.  The service to my family, friends 
and community is very important to me and I feel that this is an ideal shared by NC Farm 
Bureau.  That is why I chose to be a part of their team.   It has been a great experience working 
with Farm Bureau for the last 8 years and an awesome privilege to be able to serve the county 
and state in this capacity.  Farm Bureau and I look forward to extending that same quality 
service to our policy holders for many years to come.”  
John also stated, “My motto is Service above Self.  My work ethic was founded on that prin-
cipal in which I embraced from biblical scripture.  In Matthew 25:40 Gods word says “And the 
King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and 

sisters, you were doing it to me!’
I figure if I make this the foundation of what I do every day then I am serving Christ and I will 
be successful in my work at Farm Bureau.  So although I am only imperfect flesh, I strive to 
work hard for my clients and put their best interest first.”
John would like to encourage and invite all the residence of Sampson County to join the 
Farm Bureau Family.  He 
presents many lines 
of business for Farm 
Bureau that are Life, 
Auto, Home, Bank, Com-
mercial Lines, and Long 
Term Care. 
You can contact John 
at the Sampson County 
Farm Bureau office 
located at 1203 N US 
Hwy 421 in Clinton, NC.  
You may also schedule a 
confidential review and 
quote of your insur-
ance by calling him on 
his mobile phone at 
(910)214-1910 or the 
main office at (910)592-
8131. His email address 
is john.mclamb@ncfbins.
com 

“Service Above Self”

Family Fun And Entertaiment For Everyone!

Friday night May 12th beginning at 7pm the 
Band of Oz will be performing

Saturday...music includes Brian Mayer, 
Nantucket and closing with 

Chairman of the Board. 

There will be • Helicopter rides • daredevil dig show 
karoke, and the pine Knolls staff will be here with their 

touch tank and repitle display • carnival rides 
food trucks • vendors and so much more.

JOIN US FRIDAY, MAY 12TH, 7 pm-10pm
& SATURDAY, MAY 13TH, 11am-11pm

Friday night May 12th beginning at 7pm the 

JOIN US FRIDAY, MAY 12TH, 7 pm-10pm
& SATURDAY, MAY 13TH, 11am-11pm

You Won’t 

Want to 

Miss It!
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Chris Berendt|Sampson Independent
One of the inscriptions within the foyer at the Corner Community Chapel.

Chris Berendt|Sampson Independent
A carved statue depicting the Last Supper is one of several decorative details greeting those who enter 
the Corner Community Chapel.

Pictures from Clinton’s Corner Community Chapel

Chris Berendt|Sampson Independent
Works of art by Julie Stefanovich and George Wilson’s grandson Sidney G. Tew III adorn the walls within 
the chapel.
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glory of God.” “But where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound.” “That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might 
grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus 
Christ out Lord.” (Isaiah 1;18, John 3:16-1, Romans 3:23, 5:20-
21), and “what God hath cleansed, that call not though common, 
or unclean. (Acts 10:15)

As the time drew near for my execution, I desired more time 
to remain on Earth. I wanted to tell many other about God’s 
saving grace, and Salvation in the lord Jesus Christ my Savior. 
Before my execution could be carried out, the Court of Appeals 
would have to review my whole case of conviction, and make a 
final decision. This would determine whether they would uphold 
to the death sentence placed upon me by the Judge. While this 
was being deliberated, I prayed unto the Lord. I asked Him that 
if it be according to His will, that he deliver me from death in 
the electric chair , and I would be willing to accept life in prison 
so that I would have more time on Earth, to testify to many oth-
ers of His salvation, which is Jesus Christ. When the Court of 
Appeals finished deliberating my case, they reversed my convic-
tion, set my execution aside, and ordered a new trial.

I then returned back to court, and without any problems from 
the DA; I was offered a lesser charge of murder in the second 
degree, and in truth, I accepted it and plead guilty. The judge 
then sentenced me to 35 years to life in prison.

I knew then that God had answered my prayers according to 
the petition which I desired of Him. I also prayed for my Brother 
in Christ who had been converted on death row through my tes-
timony. God caused the Governor to commute him from death 
in the electric chair, to life in prison. After sentencing from my 
second trial, I went back to Sing Sing State Prison. Shortly 
after this, I was transferred to a maximum security prison in 
Attica, New York. I remained there until the eruption of the 
Attica Prison Riot in 1971. During the riot, God worked several 
miracles on behalf of my safety: He allowed me to see it, but He 
did not allow it to touch me. Immediately after the riot, I was 
transferred from there to Dannemora State Prison. After some-
time there, I was transferred down state to a minimum security 
prison is Fishkill, New York. While at Fishkill, I was called before 
the Parole Board for the first time.

While before the Parole Board, they asked me about my case. 
I told them the truth. Then one asked me, “Do you feel that 
you should be granted parole?” My answer to them was “I don’t 
even deserve to be alive for what I did, much less parole.” So the 
Parole Board gave me one more year to do, and after that, I was 
granted parole. So, I came out of prison on life parole with no 
problems. After I was out for a while, my Parole Officer called 
me in to his office one day. There he told me that my life parole 
had been abolished, and I was given papers. These papers were 
signed by higher authority, and confirmed it. So I went out of 
there rejoicing in the Lord who is faithful to us in All of His Holy 
Word.

“Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in 
us.” “Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus through-
out all ages, world without end. Amen.”

From page 5

Saved

Chris Berendt|Sampson Independent
Above the front door to the chapel is one of two inscriptions written on the foyer walls of the corner chapel.

Chris Berendt|Sampson Independent
New stained glass windows were part of the restoration process, each depicting a scene from the Bible.

More pictures from Clinton’s 
Corner Community Chapel
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www.clintonappliance.com

THE 

VINE

1719 Southeast Blvd.
Clinton, North Carolina

pastormatt@vinefellowship.com

Loving God, Loving People, 
Making Disciples

www.vinefellowship.com
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We ought to weigh well,
what we can only once decide.

Complete Funeral Service including: Traditional Funerals, Cremation
Pre-Need-Pre-Planning

Independently Owned & Operated
Since 1920’s

401 W. Roseboro Street
Roseboro, NC
910-525-5138

910-525-4337 (fax)

Hwy. 24 Windwood Dr.
Stedman, NC
910-223-7400

910-307-0353(fax)

Butler Funeral Home
2 locations to better serve you

00
74

97
78

At the University of Mount Olive, we believe that 
faith transforms lives. We are here to educate and 
guide students as they prepare for service in their 
community and the greater world. The University 
offers convenient and affordable graduate and 

undergraduate programs in both seated and online 
formats for recent high school graduates, college 

transfers, and adult students.

1-844-UMO-GOAL  •  umo.edu

Lives Transformed
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Clement Baptist: Meeting needs, serving the Lord in the community
Clement Baptist Church is a worldwide Mission Center. Along with many other churches, Clement helps to support over 
10,000 missionaries in N.C., the United States, Canada and all over the world. Each month Clement has a churchwide 
mission project.
For over 100 years, Clement has been the hands and feet of our Lord in the Clement community and surrounding area. 
Clement has a blended style of worship seeking to bring glory to God and meet the needs of all who attend. Our Sanctuary 
Orchestra adds much to the worship service.
Clement seeks to minister to each member and offers opportunities for everyone to serve the Lord. On the first Sunday of 
every month at 9 a.m., a blessing is said for everyone to enjoy a full breakfast before Sunday School, which begins at 10 
a.m. each Sunday morning.
We have 15 age-graded Sunday School classes and a co-ed couples class. Morning worship service begins at 11 a.m. 
Our pastor preaches expository sermons through books of the Bible. During worship, Clement has children’s church for 
children ages two through five.
Clement invites everyone to come worship with us.
The youth of our church meet Sunday evenings at 6 p.m. and the second and fourth Wednesday nights. They gather 
together for Bible study, special activities and fellowship. The youth are also very involved in missions in our community 
and out of state. In S.C., as part of Life- Way’s M-Fuge Ministry, they repaired homes; with the
World Changers, they traveled to Baton Rouge,
Louisiana to repair homes damaged by Hurricane Katrina; and with X-Fuge of Life- Way, they traveled to Asheville to work 
with underprivileged children.

There are special events and activities for children. Clement is especially proud of the Children’s Hand Bell Choir.

The fellowship of Clement also gathers on Wednesday evenings for fellowship and worship. Sanctuary choir practice at 

6:00 p.m. and at 7:00 p.m. pastors prayer time and Bible study

Clement holds special events all through the year to reach out to the community and surrounding area. Each year in 

October we celebrate Homecoming and Trunk or Treat; in November we join other churches for a Community Thanksgiving 

Service; in December we celebrate the birth of Jesus with children and youth Christmas program and a Christmas cantata 

presented by the Sanctuary

Choir; in January we begin a semester of Faith Sunday School Evangelism Strategy to reach our community for Christ; in 

February we have a Three’s A Couple Valentines banquet; in March we have revival services; in April we celebrate Easter 

with a sunrise service, egg hunt for children and a special Easter cantata and worship service; in May we celebrate Family 

Day and remember our military veterans; in the month of June we have Vacation Bible School for all ages and celebrate 

Father’s Day.

Clement Baptist Church is affiliated with the New South River Baptist Association located in Fayetteville, the N.C. Baptist 

State Convention and the Southern Baptist Convention. We adhere to The Baptist Faith and Message, a statement of faith 

adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention on June 14, 2000.

Clement Baptist Church

Pastor: Dr. James E. Dees, Jr.
Minister of Youth: Michael Smith

6020 Maxwell Road,  Autryville, NC 28318
910-567-6777 • Church Web Site • clementbaptist.org

“We are a Church going into the entire world spreading the 
Good News of Jesus through evangelism, missions and love.”

SERVICES

Sunday Schedule

10:00 a.m. - Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - Morning Worship

4:00 p.m. - Youth
7:00 p.m. - Every Second Sunday 

Family Night

Wednesday Schedule

6:30 p.m. - Sanctuary Choir
7:30 p.m. - Pastor’s Bible Study and Prayer Time

1st & 3rd Wednesday - Mission Groups
2nd & 4th Wednesday - Youth & God’s Kids

MINISTRIES
Nursery

Children’s Bell Choir
Youth Group

Sanctuary Orchestra
Sanctuary Choir

Benevolence
Prayer

Clement Classics
CD Ministry

Mingo Baptist Spanish Mission
Faith

Missions
Women’s Missionary Union

Baptist Men
Disaster Relief

Located in the Community of Clement
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Sanctuary Choir
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Clement Classics

CD Ministry

Mingo Baptist Spanish 

Mission

Faith

Missions

Women’s Missionary Union

Baptist Men

Disaster Relief

Pastor: Dr. James E. Dees, Jr.
6020 Maxwell Road, Autryville, NC 28318

910-567-6777 • Church Web Site • clementbaptist.org
Church Office Hours • 9am - 1pm Monday-Friday
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