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        “He who has not Christmas in his heart 
          will never find it under a tree!”
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By David Gasperson
Guest columnist 

“We’re a people of faith.” That’s a remark we might 
often hear in America. That’s good. There continues 
to be evidence that believing - believing in something 
- relieves stress, improves health and strengthens 
relationships. Faith is a pre-requisite for religious 
expression, a precursor to moral living and a basis of 
stability - a necessary textile for the fabric of life.

“We’re a people of faith.” But what exactly do we 
mean? Sometimes people use that phrase to express 
an attitude. In a sense they’re saying “I’m the kind of 
person who fi nds it possible to embrace more than 
what is readily observable.” That’s good. But is that 
really saying enough? Is that what people a generation 
ago, a century ago, would have meant by the phrase?

The weakness of a generalized “faith” is like the 
person who spoke to a motivational speaker: “I’ve 
decided to focus, just like you said I should.” “Great. 
What are you going to focus on?” he asked. “Oh… on 
lots of things!”

Faith as an attitude alone is anemic and can hardly 
carry us through the challenges of our post-modern, 
terror-laced world. The proper response to someone 
who says, “I’m a person of faith” is probably to ask 
“Oh yeah… in what?”

Faith is belief in something or trust in some person. 
Most often it is response to some revelation given as 
opposed to discovery of some new knowledge on our 
own. Faith is not just an attitude, it also has a content. 
For Christians, faith is based on the acceptance of the 
Gospel (good news) about Jesus Christ.

Faith is also experienced within community. Per-

haps that’s one part of being a “people of faith” we’ve 
largely lost in recent years where text and twitter 
have replaced actual human contact. While the desert 
mystics demonstrated it is possible to have a robust 
faith alone, most often faith develops and is expressed 
within a community of the faithful. Faith may be kin-
dled by seeing (a miracle or sign), hearing (a witness) 
and sensing (a personal need). But faith can also be 
kindled by consenting. We come among people of 
faith and discover their message, lifestyle and hope 
are exactly what we want for ourselves. Though we 
might never have developed that “faith” on our own, 
we’re good - really good - with what they are all about 
and our faith is kindled by that accompaniment.

Finally, faith is communion by which I mean we 
come to know the object of our faith. We speak of hav-
ing faith in a person when we know them, have some 
sort of relationship with them. There we fi nd the most 
robust meaning of being a “people of faith.” Faith is 
not in a thing, concept or doctrine. Faith is in a God 
who journeys through life with us.

Perhaps you’ve had someone show you a faded old 
tin-type picture and remark “That’s Great-grandad.” 
We struggle to identify any single feature in that 
picture. But the resemblance has long since faded. All 
that is left is the photograph itself as a object of curi-
osity. To be a “people of faith” without a journey with 
the true and living God is no real faith at all. All the 
phrase alone can offer is an object of curiosity within 
the whelming darkness of a totally secular culture.

Dr. David Gasperson is the pastor at Warsaw Baptist 
Church.

A people of faith?
As we all know, “Family” is 

the backbone of every nation 
and every community. But the 
key to every family is the right 
kind of leadership.

Abraham is honored with the 
title, “The Father of our Faith. 
God selected Abraham to be the 
father and leader of our faith 
because of what He said about 
Abraham in Genesis 18:19. God 
said, “For I know him, that he 
will command his children and 
his household after him, {that 
they} shall keep the ways of the 

Lord.” This is, in essence, the key to every successful 
family.

Every family must have at least one person who 
will guide, teach and exhibit to the rest of the fam-
ily, the ways of the Lord. That person does not and 
cannot be perfect, but that person must be one who 
is always striving to do God’s will and abide by His 
word, as an example to others. And that person can-
not be ashamed of the gospel even if at times, he may 
himself, miss the mark.

It has always been God’s divine will that leadership 
in every family comes from a male fi gure, whether it 
is the father, son, uncle, nephew, brother or grand-
sons. But in the absence of male leadership, God’s 
permissive will allows for such leadership to come 
from the female.

In every family, the person who has been anointed 
to spiritual lead the family is one who truly has a 

personal and intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. 
The leadership cannot be based on the individual who 
is most educated, most successful or most prosper-
ous. That is how the world looks at leadership but 
God does not go by the ways of the world. He goes 
only by His standards. That is why God says, “My 
ways are not your ways and my thoughts are not your 
thoughts.”

My grandfather, Jessie W. Owens, was clearly the 
key to my family because he always reminded us of 
the ways of the Lord. He was, at the same time. the 
least successful, the least educated and the least pros-
perous among us all. But he had a unique personal 
and intimate relationship with the Lord that demand-
ed our attention.

My grandfather passed away in October of this year 
at the age of 105. Because of his leadership, every 
male in our family is prepared to go forth and teach 
their own families the ways of the Lord.

Being anointed by the Lord to be the spiritual lead-
er of your family or household is perhaps the toughest 
assignment to have, whether you are male or female. 
It is indeed a position given to you by God and one 
not taken by you or given to you by other members 
of your family. It is a position that God has prepared 
you for all of your life, while at the same time, you are 
not aware of the process God is taking you through to 
prepare you.

Having spiritual leadership in your family can 
sometimes be so diffi cult, especially when you are 
prone to make mistakes like or even worse than other 
members of your family. That is why it is imperativ for

See KEY | 3

The key to every family

By Gilbert Owens
Contributing 
columnist



The Sampson Independent Faith and Family Friday, December 15, 2017 • 3

Michael Edwards, Owner • 910-592-4741
317 S.E. Blvd., Clinton • NC 28328 • www.tireincofclinton.com

We Sell...
Tractor Tires • Industrial Tires • Logging Tires • Bandag Retread Tires 

Medium Truck Tires • Passenger & Light Truck Tires • Trailer Tires
Lawn & Garden Tires • Used Medium Truck Wheels & Rims

Nitrogen for commercial, passenger and farm tires.

We Offer...
Road Service • Tire Repairs on: Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

Logging & Construction Equipment

Tires Inc.Tires Inc.
NO DETOURS™ • Bandag Retread Dealer • Firestone Associate Dealer

We ought to weigh well,
what we can only once decide.

Complete Funeral Service including: Traditional Funerals, Cremation
Pre-Need-Pre-Planning

Independently Owned & Operated
Since 1920’s

401 W. Roseboro Street
Roseboro, NC
910-525-5138

910-525-4337 (fax)

Hwy. 24 Windwood Dr.
Stedman, NC
910-223-7400

910-307-0353(fax)

Butler Funeral Home
2 locations to better serve you

00
91

54
24

S3

Key
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that person to be so connected to the Lord that he/she is 
not afraid to omit or confess their sins and failures to God 
and others, so they can always recover and continue in that 
leadership position.

Another diffi culty of being responsible for spiritual-
leadership in your family, is that oftentimes, many 
in your family will not recognize you as such. That 
is why the bible says, whatsoever you do, do it unto 
the Lord and not unto men. At not time can you be 
ashamed to give and say what thus saith the Lord.

I remember several discussions, arguments and 
debates that took place in our household among vari-
ous family members from time to time. And on every 
occasion, my grandfather, the family spiritual leader, 
would interrupt us and say, “Don’t you all know what 
the bible says.” He would then proceed to expound on 
how God would handle, react or respond to the given 
situation at the time. And when he was fi nished, there 
was no more discussions, debate or arguments.

Many families today are suffering through so much 
because of a lack of spiritual leadership that simply 
lets the family know the way or ways of the Lord. 
Perhaps there has been something in this article that 
clearly reveal to you that you are that person given that 
position by the Lord. Speak lightly to your family but 
always carry a big stick. Your big stick is the Word of 
God designed to provide you with the right leadership 
to give to your family. Many in families are called by 
others to lead but only God chooses the right one to 
lead. Humbly take your position because in doing so, 
you are not really serving them, you are serving God.

By Robert Oliver
Contributing 
columnist

There is no doubt that we live 
in a time in which everything 
seems to have accelerated. One 
would think that with all the 
technology and gadgets that we 
have, we would have more free 
time on our hand, a more laid 
back and relaxed lifestyle. With 
micro-wave ovens and ready pre-
pared foods, almost instant mail 
by way of the internet, a phone 
and in most cases basically a 
computer on almost every per-

son and the list could go on and on, how is it that are so 
stressed out and weary? That may well be the sixty-four 
thousand dollar question. However, we have entered 
the season wherein two great forms of strength and 
support seem to meld together in a way that is often 
lacking throughout the majority of the year. The two 
forms of strength and support under consideration are 
one’s faith and one’s family.

Let us start with family. Both Thanksgiving and 
Christmas are renown for bringing families together. 
Many will be traveling great distances during these 
holidays to spend time with their families, possibly 
for the sole time each year. Sadly, our society seems 
to have somewhat declared war upon the family. Some 
years ago, the picture of a family consisted of a man, a 
woman and a couple of children. Now, we are told that 
such is not what a family is. However, the family as God 
ordained it was just such a unit. God ordained the mar-
riage of a man and a woman at the time He created a 
man and a woman (Gen. 2:24). 

Jesus said that from the beginning such was the case 
(Matt. 19:4-6) and that it still was in His time (Matt. 

19:8-9). God also provided for the propagation and 
proliferation of mankind by way of the woman bearing 
children (Gen. 1:28; 3:16). No amount of laws passed 
or customs accepted will nullify that law of nature 
passed by God upon the creation of all things. “God for-
bid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar…” (Rom. 
3:4). These families, including what we call “extended 
families” are full of comfort and joy, strength and sup-
port and a provider of multitudes of memories that will 
last us a lifetime. 

Some will not have experienced the loss of those 
close family members as yet, but just ask any that have 
and you will quickly learn how much they are missed. 
Most will lament, “Oh I wish so much that I could 
speak with them just one more time” or other such sin-
cere desires. Thus, let us not forget to focus on the fam-
ily that we now have during this festive time of year; we 
know not when all we will have are the memories we 
are making now.

The second source of strength and support is one’s 
faith. I have often questioned how the atheist is able 
to endure some of the trials and tribulations of life on 
this earth. When their loved ones pass away, they have 
no hope of ever being reunited with them again. When 
David’s child died, he said, “…now he is dead, where-
fore should I fast? can I bring him back again? I shall go 
to him, but he shall not return to me” (II Sam. 12:23). 
The assurance of an eternal home in heaven after our 
physical time on this orb has expired is one of those 
great blessings of being a person of faith. Paul said, “If 
in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all 
men most miserable” (I Cor. 15:19). 

Add to that the words of the Hebrew writer, “Which 
hope we have as an anchor of the soul…” (Heb. 6:19) 
and one has a clear picture of one of the strongest 

sources of support and comfort in a trying life that is 
know to man. However, it must be understood that 
such a hope is nothing more than a pseudo-hope if it is 
not founded upon absolute faith and acceptance of and 
obedience to the word of God. It is the wise man that 
builds his house upon the fi rm foundation of obedience 
to God’s word (Matt. 7:24-27). Many are the Bible 
examples of those who put their faith in the God of 
heaven, obeyed His commands and overcame the trials 
faced in this mundane earthly life. Space would fail us 
in trying to emphasize the need for such a focus on our 
faith. However, as with the war on the family as given 
by God, multitudes have declared war on faith as well. 

I know not any who would mandate that a person had 
to have faith in order to live in this land of the free. But 
too many are unwilling to just not have faith themselves 
while allowing those who do to continue on. Instead, 
they work furiously to suppress the freedom of the faith 
of those who hold tenaciously to the strength and sup-
port they glean from their faith. Thus, let us not forget 
to focus on our faith in these festive times of the year. 
As we know not when we might loose some of our much 
cherished family to death, we really know not how long 
we will enjoy the freedom to practice our faith.

Thanksgiving is a holiday which emphasizes giv-
ing thanks to God for all the blessings we have in this 
life. Christmas is a holiday man has instituted for the 
purpose of celebrating the birth of the Son of God. Both 
would lead us to focus on faith. Both Thanksgiving and 
Christmas are holidays that draw family together like 
sugar draws bees. In other words, its that time of year 
when we should focus on both faith and family. Merry 
Christmas and Happy Holidays.

Robert Oliver is a columnist for the Sampson Independent.

Focus on both faith and family



4 • Friday, December 15, 2017 Faith and Family The Sampson Independent

Why Should You Choose

What Makes US Special at
Matthews Gifts

?
Matthews

healthMart
PhaRMaCY

We are a locally owned business committed to serve you
and provide our community with the best. For 47 years, we have 
enjoyed working and living in Sampson County. Below are some 
of our services that we provide at Matthews Health Mart.

Large selection with small town service
Complimentary Gift Wrap
Gifts for Every Occasion & Every Season
NEW Product Selection • We Deliver

Featuring:
• Ladies Jewelry & Fashion • Children’s Clothing & Accessories
• Invitations, Printing and Engraving Services • Personalized Gifts
• Home Decor and Housewares • Specialty Foods and Gifts Baskets
• College & Mens Gifts in your Team section

352 NE Boulevard Clinton • 910-592-5100

• Pharmacists available to consult with you about your medications
• 24 Hour Emergency Service • FREE Home Delivery
• Auto Refill (one trip pickup) • Drive Thru window service
• $4.00 generics and more • Natural Living Section 
• Eczema friendly items • Complete Selection of Vitamins 
• Flu, Shingles, Pneumonia, and Vaccines.
• Specialty ComPouNDiNg

Caring For You and About you!
Jordan Shopping Center Clinton • 910-592-3121

00815218 

We are a locally owned business committed to serving 
you and providing our community with the best. 
For 50 years, we have enjoyed working and living in 
Sampson County. Below are some of the services that 
we provide at Matthews Health Mart.

·  Pharmacists available to consult with you about your  
    medication
·  24-Hour Emergency Service  ·  Auto Refill (one trip pick-up)
·  Drive Thru window service  ·  $4.00 Generics and more
·  Natural Living Section  ·  Complete Selection of Vitamins

WE ALSO DO SPECIALTY COMPOUNDING, 
IMMUNIZATIONS (FLU, SHINGLES, PNEUMONIA, 

VACCINES), MEDICATION REVIEWS!
Do you have trouble getting to the pharmacy to pick up your 
prescriptions or struggle with taking your daily medications 

as you should?

WE OFFER
· FREE Home Delivery within the city limits
· Medications put on the same fill schedule
· Medications packaged in user-friendly blister    
  pack to make it safer and easier

Why Should You Choose

What Makes US Special at
Matthews Gifts

?
Matthews

healthMart
PhaRMaCY

We are a locally owned business committed to serve you
and provide our community with the best. For 47 years, we have 
enjoyed working and living in Sampson County. Below are some 
of our services that we provide at Matthews Health Mart.

Large selection with small town service
Complimentary Gift Wrap
Gifts for Every Occasion & Every Season
NEW Product Selection • We Deliver

Featuring:
• Ladies Jewelry & Fashion • Children’s Clothing & Accessories
• Invitations, Printing and Engraving Services • Personalized Gifts
• Home Decor and Housewares • Specialty Foods and Gifts Baskets
• College & Mens Gifts in your Team section

352 NE Boulevard Clinton • 910-592-5100

• Pharmacists available to consult with you about your medications
• 24 Hour Emergency Service • FREE Home Delivery
• Auto Refill (one trip pickup) • Drive Thru window service
• $4.00 generics and more • Natural Living Section 
• Eczema friendly items • Complete Selection of Vitamins 
• Flu, Shingles, Pneumonia, and Vaccines.
• Specialty ComPouNDiNg

Caring For You and About you!
Jordan Shopping Center Clinton • 910-592-3121

00815218 

S4

A cure for lonliness
By Deanna Boney
Clinton

I was never able to understand why I felt so lonely 
whether I was surrounded by people or literally all 
alone. I never seemed to fi t in when I was in school, 
so I tried to keep myself under radar as best I could 
to avoid judgment and ridicule from people, but to 
my dismay, I didn’t really do a stellar job. In college, 
I met some wonderful people who helped me realize 
the depths of God’s love and saving grace that drew 
me to Him, but when I was strongly encouraged to 
join a community/church, I declined and went solo 
in my Christian journey. I identifi ed myself as a “lone 
ranger” simply because I felt like I couldn’t be a part 
of community.

I knew the essence community had on believers, 
but I was too ashamed and embarrassed of my set-
backs, and worried about the perception of others. 
There were a few times I went to church, but my anx-
iety was so overwhelming each time I stopped going. 
I was still living in the past, succumbed by fear of 
ridicule, judgment, and rejection back in high school. 
Isolation felt more comfortable and familiar. How-
ever, it isn’t. Studies have indicated that loneliness 
and isolation attributes to depression, suicide, and 
a range of physical health issues. Not only that, but 
isolation makes us more vulnerable to Satan’s attacks. 

1 Peter 5:8 says, “Be sober-minded; be watchful. 
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roar-
ing lion, seeking someone to devour. ”The enemy is a 
coward. He plays dirty and usually targets those who 
have isolated themselves because they’re weak and 
defenseless without fellowship. He knows he’s not 
powerful enough to go after those who are united in 
fellowship because, “Though one may be overpow-
ered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three 
strands is not quickly broken.”-Ecclesiastes 4:12. 
That’s why it’s so important to be rooted in the Body 
of Christ. And the only way to do that is to surround 
ourselves with like-minded Christians.

When I was still solo in my Christian walk, not 
only did I believe I couldn’t belong to community, I 
also believed this ridiculous lie that I would be fi ne as 
long as I read my Bible and prayed. It’s not enough to 
just read the Bible and pray. They’re both essential, 
but that’s never an excuse to neglect meeting with 
our fellow brothers and sisters. (Hebrews 10:24-25) 
Those who do are in danger of slipping into apostasy. 
Isolated Christians only care for themselves and pur-
sue their own interests. (Proverbs 18:1) As believers, 
we play an integral role in exercising our spiritual 
gifts, fostering growth and development, keeping 
each other accountable, praying for one another, 
teaching and edifying all for the sake of building 
up the church and glorifying God. (1 Corinthians 
12, Ephesians 3:8-11, Ephesians 4:12, Acts 2:44-47, 
James 5:16, Matthew 18:19-20) For two and a half 
years, I stumbled blindly into the murky waters of sin 
which pulled me deeper into apathy, idleness, poor 
self-control, anger, bitterness, self-pity, a decreased 
appetite for God’s Word, more selfi shness and loneli-
ness that kept getting worse. If you’re currently there, 
run, get out of there before it’s too late! There is noth-
ing more terrifying than drowning out the voice of 
the Holy Spirit with your fl eshly desires.

If you’re suffering from loneliness, guess what? 
You’re not alone! Many people have gone through 
and are going through it from various contributors 
such as disease, death of a loved one, divorce from 

a spouse, a recent breakup, betrayal from a friend, 
relocation, neglect from childhood, etc. But the main 
contributor is our fallen state: Separation from God. 
So often, we try to fi ll that void by putting so much 
stock in our relationships with people. If only I had 
a lot of friends, I’d be satisfi ed. If I was married, I’d 
be complete. If I could just get this person to notice 
me, I would feel important. But in the end, we feel 
just as empty as we started out. We craveafter the 
things that won’t bring us full satisfaction, because 
they were never meant to in the fi rst place.

Society has done a great job in forming idols out 
of relationships. We feel we have little to no value if 
we’re single, have just a few friends, or don’t have any 
right now. We strive persistently for validation, inti-
macy, and affection only to be met with disappoint-
ment, hurt, bitterness, and regret. Sometimes, we 
feel as if God wants us to be lonely and miserable, like 
He’s holding out on us. On the contrary, He doesn’t. 
He understands completely for He said in Genesis 
2:18, “Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that 
the man should be alone; I will make him a helper 
fi t for him.” And that’s before the fall! I think part 
of us longs for affection from people instead of God 
because of the shame and guilt that has passed down 
to us and plagued us as a result of Adam and Eve’s 
disobedience. We can’t fathom God’s love towards us 
so in a sense we distance ourselves from Him. But 
God’s love for us doesn’t change; never has or will 
ever change. “I have loved you with an everlasting 
love, therefore, I have drawn you with everlasting 
kindness.”- Jeremiah 31:3

Friend, if only you realized the magnitude of God’s 
love for you, the excruciating death He suffered on 
the cross, you wouldn’t need to strive or beg for vali-
dation from anyone. Your value doesn’t come from 
the opinions of people. Your worth is not defi ned by 
how many likes, followers, and comments you have 
on social media. Or whether you’re popular, single, 
married, have children, etc. If you truly want to know 
where your value comes from, look at the cross Jesus 
died on for you. He willingly gave Himself up as a 
ransom to rescue you and provide access for you to 
have a rich, personal, deep, satisfying, and intimate 
relationship with Him. How it grieves our Heavenly 
Father when we treat the sacrifi ce He made through 
His son as if it meant absolutely nothing to us every 
time we pursue idols. Yet He continues to lavish His 
wonderful love, mercy, and grace on us despite. Isn’t 
God enough for you?

Unfortunately, it’s human nature to go after things 
we can see and God understands this. But, we must 
be careful with what we long for most in our hearts. 
Deuteronomy 4:24 tells us that He is a jealous God, 
consumed with wanting to be fi rst and foremost in 
our hearts, and He will not partake in or share His 
glory with another. He is either our all or nothing. 
Throughout Scripture, you’ll meet plenty of char-
acters who knew the struggles of being human and 
their issues with loneliness. Some of the prominent 
ones are Elijah, Job, Jeremiah, David, Paul, and even 
Jesus Himself experienced it. But what is the one 
thing each of them had in common despite their dif-
fi culties and hardships? Their wholehearted devotion 
to God. Study these guys if you haven’t and see what 
you can learn from them.

Something that is really helpful in dealing with 
loneliness is investing your time to serve others. 

See CURE | 5
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Serving people has great benefi ts. It opens doors to 
sharing Christ with non believers (which should be 
our ultimate goal), it shifts your focus off of yourself 
and your problems which is a fantastic remedy for 
self-pity and depression, it helps you identify your 
spiritual gifts and where you’re most useful in devel-
oping them, and it enables you to cultivate potential 
long lasting friendships. Regarding friendships, if 
you want to make friends, you must learn what it 
means to be a friend.

Being a friend is more than texting a Bible verswe 
or writing an encouraging e-mail or letter whenthey’re 
down and it’s more than having and sharing common 
interests with each other. What if the whole purpose 
of having relationships with others was to live beyond 
yourself instead of living for yourself? “Greater love 
has no one than this, that someone lay down his life 
for his friends.” -John 15:13. Jesus is the best defi ni-
tion of a friend. He taught that true friendship is all 
about sacrifi cial love for one another. A true friend is 
someone who loves without gain, is loyal when times 
are extremely tough, loves you even when you’re 
at your worst, allows you complete freedom to be 
yourself and express your feelings and thoughts with 
them, rebukes you when necessary, and is consistent-
ly willing to put your happiness above theirs. It takes 
time to build friendships and effort to maintain them. 
Be patient and rely on the Holy Spirit for guidance.

If you feel like you’re in a perpetual season of lone-
liness, trust me when I tell you that it’s only tempo-
rary. Loneliness is a feeling, and like all feelings they 

come and go like the fl eeting winds. They should 
never dictate what you know intellectually is true 
from God’s Word. I know circumstances can make it 
very diffi cult to believe, but that shouldn’t stop you 
from living a life of obedience and commitment to 
God.

In the midst of loneliness, may we realize that it’s 
a season fi lled with an opportunity to grow closer 
to our Lord and Savior. May we not be deceived 
by our human emotions and desires as well as the 
lies of the enemy telling us that God isn’t enough to 
bring us full satisfaction. May we place our trust in 
what God says in His Word. If we did this, just think 
of the many people that would come to know Jesus 
through our willingness and obedience, not based 
on how we “feel”, but what we “know.” When we 
fail, may we rest in the fact that God will always be 
with us towards the very end. (Matthew 28:20) “For 
I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor principalities, neither the present nor the 
future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”-Romans 8:38- 39

“For this reason I bow my knees before the 
Father, from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth is named, that according to the riches of his 
glory he may grant you to be strengthened with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that 
you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have 
strength to comprehend with all the saints what is 
the breadth and length and height and depth, and to 
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, 
that you may be fi lled with all the fullness of God.”-
Ephesians 3:14-19

Cure
From Page 4 

Three things the greatest father 
says to his son and God says to us

I was riding in the back 
seat of a pastor’s automo-
bile two years ago, when I 
was in Chicago, Ill. about 
to preach at a mission’s 
conference. He and the 
keynote missionary for 
the evening were chatting 
and the missionary told a 
story about recently being 
in a men’s gathering, that 
I think was called a men’s 
fraternity, where he heard 

someone out of Matthew 17, share the three things 
that the greatest father communicated to his sons 
and that every father should communicate to his 
children each day.

As I was listening I got out my pen to write 
down the things that were said. It was from that 
famous passage where Peter makes a statement 
about building three tabernacles, one for Moses, 
one for Elijah and for Jesus. If you remember the 
bright cloud overshadows them and then God 
almighty speaks out of the cloud and makes these 
three statements to and about His son Jesus. 
Number one, imagine this statement, I love you. 
When He said, “this is my beloved son”, it was a 
bold declaration of His love for His son, Jesus. I 
love you. The second thing He said was, I am here 

with you. Of all the things God could have been 
actively involved in at the moment, He opened up 
the Heavens and was right there at that important 
moment in the life of His son to declare, I am here 
with you. The third thing He said was, I am proud 
of you, “This is my beloved son, in whom I am well 
pleased”. I am well pleased with you, I am proud of 
you. So, number one, I love you; number two, I am 
here with you; number three, I am proud of you.

While sitting in the back of that car, God spoke 
clearly to me and the thought came, “You are in 
Christ”. I remembered all those sweet passages 
in the book of Roman’s and the Pauline Epistles 
reminding us that we are in Christ Jesus when we 
come to faith in him. Galatians 2:20 says, “I am 
crucifi ed with Christ” and I am in Him. Therefore 
God speaks those words over me, “I love you”; 
“I am here with you”; “I am proud of you.” Each 
morning in prayer I hear His words to my heart. 
May God help you to hear these words.

If you are a believer, this is how God feels about 
you, his son or daughter. If you have not placed 
your faith in Jesus Christ, please give me or one of 
the pastors on the staff of Central Baptist Church 
a call and we would love to sit down and talk with 
you about a relationship with Jesus Christ.

May God’s blessings be upon you! 

Tom Wagoner is the lead pastor at Central Baptist 
Church in Dunn.

By Tom Wagoner
Guest columnist
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Give Thanks to the Lord
For He Is Good, His Love Endures Forever.

Psalm 136:1
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This time of the year is 
special in so many ways as 
we enter into the holiday 
season and prepare to exit 
from one year into the 
next. With fresh starts and 
new beginnings a prior-
ity for so many people, I 
usually like to take a look 
back at where I have been 
before stepping into where 
I am going. This starts by 
taking some time to refl ect 
on what happened this 

year helps shape my perspective and provides 
a platform to gauge my progress as I move into 
the next year. This process helps to condition 
my heart with joy and gratitude for all that God 
has done proving his faithfulness allowing my 
faith to increase. I have always been this think 
big; risk taking, big leaps of faith kind of person. 
To some faith can be viewed as this fl eeting 
futuristic feeling of fantasy that we think about 
applying one day but never take any steps to put 
faith into action.

This year was a challenge or should I say an 
opportunity for our family to put faith in action. 
As a pastor of a church plant, preaching about 
faith is foundational in establishing the culture 
when starting a Church from ground zero. In 
2011 we were sent out by our Pastor Dr. Randy 

Simmons of Holly Grove Holiness Church to 
start Olive Grove Church. With three families 
we began the church planting process with six 
adults and three children. For the entire six years 
of our existence as a church I was a bi-vocational 
pastor working a full-time job and serving as the 
pastor of our church. That all changed in March 
of this year, when my wife Chrissy and I decided 
it was time for us to put faith into action.

I have preached numerous messages about 
faith that have encouraged, empowered, and 
equipped others to go after their dreams and 
believe God for the impossible. Now here we 
are as a family with the opportunity to go after 
what we have preached about for so long. I wish 
I could tell you without reservations that it 
was easy to walk away from a job that provided 
stability and security, but it wasn’t. What we 
learned during this transition from bi-vocational 
pastor to full time ministry is that faith in action 
requires us to believe that what God says, will 
happen even when we don’t see it. The dreams 
in our heart become reality through putting faith 
in action.

A very common verse in the Bible to describe 
faith in action is found in the book of Hebrews 
11:1 “Faith shows the reality of what we hope 
for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see.” 
For years I had this dream of being in full time 
ministry, I had faith that it would happen one 
day, but now I am facing the decision of stepping 

into what I had always believed. I am writing 
about faith in action because I want others to 
be inspired and encouraged to never give up on 
what they are hoping for. See for so long I always 
thought fear was the opposite of faith, but what 
God was teaching me during this season is that 
certainty is the opposition of faith.

Certainty cancels out faith and then we are 
gripped by the fear of being in a place that is 
beyond what’s comfortable. Leaving the Roberts 
Company where I had worked as an Ironworker 
Superintendent for eight years to become a full 
time pastor required faith in action to walk away 
from what was certain. Here we are nine months 
later and I can say with an unwavering faith the 
decision to step outside of what was certain and 
comfortable has changed my life, my family, and 
our ministry. I am better, my family is better, 
Olive Grove Church is better because faith in 
action has allowed me to fi x my focus on seeing 
the faithfulness of God with clarity.

Now before you go quitting your job and chas-
ing after your dreams please know that this deci-
sion came with much counsel from those who 
are close to us and was covered in prayer. I pray 
that these words have inspired you to believe for 
greater as you put your faith into action, because 
I believe the best is yet to come! 

Pastor Russ Emanual is the lead minister at Olive Grove 
Church in Clinton.

By Russ Emanuel
Guest columnist

When you put faith into action Will you take a 
leap of Faith?
By Erica Faircloth
Clinton resident

During this time of year, it can be a joyous 
occasion. The sweet innocence of a child at 
Christmas is one of the most breathtaking 
scenes as an adult. The beautiful ‘light’ shows, 
children opening presents, and the precious 
family time I enjoy even more now! I have 
been thinking a lot about the word “love”. Not 
the love between a husband and wife, or the 
love a parent has for their child(ren), which 
are beautiful things, but the love God has for 
us. I mean, have you really thought about it 
before?

I have been reading this inspirational book 
about a man named Richard Stearns called 
“The Hole in our Gospel”. It is absolutely 
intriguing to me! Now if only I had more 
down time to fi nish reading it! I have not 
even made it to page 100 and it has changed 
my way of thinking about love! I am going to 
quote a little from page 73 that made a huge 
impact on me! “And yet God uses broken and 
imperfect people to challenge and inspire oth-

See LEAP | 7
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Leap
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ers. He utilizes our mistakes and our victories 
to shine a light on the path, so the others 
might follow. The transforming power of the 
gospel in the life of each person is a miracle. 
What He has done in my life is a miracle too.” 
In this book, he goes through some major 
changes in his life. He has to put his trust and 
love in God and take a leap of faith!

Now, let’s go back to that word “love”. How 
inspiring would it be, especially at this time 
of year, to take a leap of faith? Show love to 
everyone around you, whether its inviting 
them to church, going and asking how their 
day was, leaving a bible verse for a co-worker 
who’s had a tough day, loving your child just 
a little longer when it’s past their bed time, 
taking some “me-time” and showing yourself 
some love, and showing love to a stranger, 
maybe by paying it forward or striking up a 
conversation. You never know what a little 
conversation can do for someone. I try to 
always live by a saying, “you never know 
what someone is going through behind closed 
doors”. So I challenge you, as well as myself. 
Can you show love to your family, friends 
and even strangers more? Not just during the 
Christmas season, but year round! I know 
there are going to be bumps in the road, but 
we have to trust in God, read and pray more! 

Find your special place each day and have a 
conversation with God. Just some you and 
Him time!

How special would it be if we all just got 
along, loved one another, and get past our 
pride! Of course I have to bring up one of the 
most famous quotes from the bible and one 
of my favorites! “Love is patient, love is kind. 
It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud.

It does not dishonor others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps 
no record of wrongs. Love does not delight 
in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. Love never fails.” 1 Corinthians 
13:4-8 So with this, I leave you this question. 
Will you take a leap of faith? May your Christ-
mas season be fi lled with love and joy! I want 
to wish you and your family a very Merry 
CHRISTmas and a happy New Year!

Author of “The Hole in our Gospel” Rich-
ard Stearns is the President of World Vision 
U.S. If you have never heard of it, go to their 
website and check out their information at 
https://www.worldvision.org/. My husband 
and I have been sponsoring a child from Gua-
temala for two years now and it has been life 
changing!

No sin is greater than another
By Latisha Bell
Roseboro resident

I grew up in a house where we got up on 
Sunday, got dressed, went to Sunday school and 
“Big” church and then went out to eat (which 
is the thing that I looked forward to). It always 
seemed like a routine (even for my parents). 
It was if going to church was what you were 
supposed to do for public perception, not some-
thing that you did because you wanted to hear 
the word of God. I fi gured I knew everything 
I was supposed to know- how he’s the son of 
God, died for my sin, and resurrected to Heaven 
where he waits until it’s time for him to return 
for his believers, for our eternal life with him… I 
had all the tools I needed to build a strong foun-
dation as a Christian.

Christians are devoted to their church, they 
turn away from their wicked ways and repent 
heavily for what little sin they do commit 
(though I was sometimes confused because we 
always hear the “no sin is greater than another”. 
Doing as Jesus did ensures you walk down the 
correct path, so that on Judgement Day- I would 
qualify as a Christian and walk through the 
pearly gates. See, I thought that knowing Christ 
meant that I could be a Christian- not that I 
immediately was one.

I spent every day of my life burdened by the 

guilt of my sin and the fear that I would be 
left behind after the rapture because I wasn’t 
able to get my life right before my death. I saw 
Christians around me so peaceful and happy in 
their obedience- they all found success in turn-
ing away from sin and getting closer to Christ. I 
wanted this so badly for myself; but something 
just wasn’t right. I had the facts we learn in 
Sunday School, I had a deep love for Christ and 
faith in him, and an undeniable desire to be 
fi lled with his Spirit- still I felt empty and lost. I 
prayed to him begging him to fi nd me and bring 
me safely home to his side- I could do no more, 
I had failed at becoming a Christian. Then while 
reading in Revelations recently, he opened my 
eyes for the very fi rst time.

Knowing him didn’t mean I could be a Chris-
tian, it means I am a Christian. My sin, while 
still a determinant of my heavenly rewards, 
doesn’t disqualify my salvation! Peace washed 
over me and my burdens immediately lifted. I 
no longer feared death or Satan- I knew I would 
have eternal life, but more importantly, I under-
stood why, perfectly. All my questions were 
answered and my faith became more than faith- 
it became trust. I don’t worry about fi nancial 
diffi culties or other problems because I fi nally 
knew what it was to, “Give it to God.” Since 

See GREATER | 8
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that moment, I’ve not felt concerned with my 
lifestyle or whether or not I’m right with God- I 
feel it with certainty; he saved me. The time and 
energy I once spent desperately seeking answers 
or deliverance from my sin, I now spend using 
my Spiritual gifts to please God. It amazes me 
to know the pain Christ endured to pay for my 
sin, the Tribulation and death he saved me from, 
the eternal life he has given me- and all he asks 
in return is that I use the gifts he has given me 
to bring more souls for him to save. So much for 
so, so little.

I learned why Salvation is so effective, at 
least for me. See I loved Christ and desired to 
be with him in Heaven but I lived in fear that I 
would be denied my desires. Every good deed, 
each temptation I battled, every sin for which I 
asked his forgiveness- was rooted in fear. I found 
little comfort in my steps forward but rather 
guilt, because I knew fear was NOT supposed 
to be my motivation. Now that he’s saved me, I 
do all things out of love for Christ and gratitude 
for his incredible love for me. I want him to be 
pleased with me- if he is pleased with me, then I 
am pleased with myself and good will certainly 
follow. The emptiness is gone, the dark is now 
light, the storm is now calm- my heart has 
changed. “Was Blind, but Now, I see.” I finally 
understand what that means.

Greater
From Page7 

By Rhonda Jessup
University of Mount Olive

When Kayla Fisher of Roseboro was a student 
at Lakewood High School, she visited the Univer-
sity of Mount Olive and fell in love with the cam-
pus and the people.

“It felt like home,” she said.
She enrolled as a freshmen in August of 2014 

majoring in elementary education.
“I have always enjoyed working with children,” 

she said. “I feel like I can inspire young minds and 
make a difference in their learning ability.”

For Fisher, passion and leadership are two of 
the most important characteristics a teacher can 
possess.

“To be a successful teacher, you have to be pas-
sionate about it,” she said. “Throughout my four 
years at UMO, I have had so many teachers that 
have influenced my love for teaching. There were 
also many of my former teachers at Lakewood that 
made an impact on me and my desire to be a good 
teacher.”

In addition to her studies, Fisher has been an 
activate participant in campus life. She is a mem-
ber of the Student Athletic Advisory Committee 
(SACC), tutor, Supplemental Instructor, and a 
member of the cheerleading squad.

“It has been an awesome opportunity and expe-
rience to be a cheerleader at the collegiate level.” 
She said. “I have been captain my junior and 
senior years.”

As a member of the cheerleading squad, Fisher 
earned a cheerleading scholarship. She also 
received the M.J. Soffe scholarship, Golden Leaf 
scholarship, Merit Scholarship, and Residency 
Scholarship.

“These scholarships have helped me pay for my 
college education,” she said.

Fisher has also helped to pay for college by 
working in the UMO Department of Education.

“Kayla is hardworking, dedicated, dependable, 
and possess the knowledge, skills, and disposi-
tions of an effective teacher education candidate,” 
said Dr. Ruby Bell, Chair of Department of Educa-
tion. “During the time spent in my courses she 
never missed an assignment and they were all sub-
mitted on time and well-above expectations. She 
pays great attention to detail and has a positive 
attitude, which I am sure will transcend into the 
classroom. Students in her classroom will grow to 
understand the importance of an education as she 
encourages learning, growth and development.”

Fisher is set to graduate from UMO with her 
bachelor’s degree in May. She plans to move back 
to Sampson County and find a teaching job.

“I want to make a difference where I grew up,” 
she said. “I have observed different grade levels 
and K-2 have been the grades I have liked the 
most. Once I have started teaching, I plan to go 
back to college and earn my master’s degree in 
elementary education.”

As a first generation college student, Fisher is 
motivated to excel and set an example for other 

members of her 
family.

“Being the first 
in my family to go 
to college motivates 
me to finish and 
exceed in my career. 
My experience at 
Mount Olive has 
been great. I love 
that the teachers 
know their students 
individually and 
do what they can 
to make sure you 
succeed. The Uni-
versity of Mount 
Olive and its staff 
have been extraordi-
nary in all aspects,” 
Fisher concluded.

The University 
of Mount Olive is 
a private institution rooted in the liberal arts 
tradition with defining Christian values. The Uni-
versity, sponsored by the Convention of Original 
Free Will Baptists, has locations in Mount Olive, 
New Bern, Wilmington, Seymour Johnson Air 
Force Base, Research Triangle Park, Washington, 
Jacksonville, and in Smithfield at Johnston Com-
munity College. For more information, visit www.
umo.edu.

Sampson’s Fisher hopes to impact young minds

Courtesy photo
Lakewood High School 
graduate Kayla Fisher is 
hoping to inspire young 
minds.


